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Chair’s Corner
Thanks to everyone who attend-

ed the College of Fellows (COF) 
breakfast meeting at the ACEC 
Annual Convention in Washing-
ton D.C and entrusted me with the 
gavel of this powerful committee.  
I am in awe by the presence of all 
of you and the wonderful work 
you have done within ACEC, the 
engineering profession and your 
own companies and communities.  
Miller Love has done such a great 

job of energizing the College with new activities and pro-
grams.  I hope to continue this effort and to make every 
ACEC member aspire one day to be a Fellow.

We still have a lot of work to accomplish as we seek to 
develop enhancements to our programs at ACEC national 
events and to the status of being an ACEC Fellow. And 
we will continue to focus on all the scholarships and 
award work we do. If you have any suggestions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at my e-mail jnakamura@ku-
kulullc.com and/or Daisy Nappier. More importantly, if 
you would like to get involved, we have openings on the 
Committee and subcommittees as we continue to grow. 
We welcome your participation, no matter how small.

Plans are underway for the College of Fellows pro-
gram at the ACEC Fall Conference in Colorado Springs, 
October 19-22. In addition to the normal Fellow’s activi-
ties, we will:

Recognize our Scholarship, Young Professional, • 
Community Service Awards and new Fellows 
recipients;
Host the Order of the Engineer Induction Cer-• 
emony; 
Sponsor a special Fellows tour.• 

Please make sure to check out the tentative program 
and look for the COF-sponsored activities. There may be 
more information and surprises to come.

The Committee continues to work on opportunities to 
invest in our young and emerging leaders, such as set-
ting up a Fellows Mentoring Program. The Emerging 
Leader Forum is fi nalizing The Art of Practice Building, 
a 6-month, leadership program. It will kick off at the Fall 
Conference and we are looking to host a combined social 
event. Stay tuned for more.
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Perino Credits ACEC 
Leadership Role

In her keynote address to 1,300 ACEC members at the 2016 ACEC Annual 
Convention last week in Washington, D.C., Fox News Commentator Dana Perino 
said that while Congress is gridlocked, important policy and regulatory issues are 
being decided at the federal agency level. “It’s good you have a leader in ACEC to 
navigate those agency issues that mean so much to your industry.” 
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More than 90 Fellows attended the College of Fel-
lows Breakfast during the ACEC Convention.

Ned Wallace, chief of the National Park Service, 
Professional Services Division for the National Mall 
and Memorial Parks in the Washington, D.C. Metro 
Area, gave a presentation on the damage to the Wash-
ington Monument from a 5.8 scale earthquake in 2011. 
While the monument had visible damage, it was found 
to be structurally sound. For a copy of the presenta-
tion, contact Daisy Nappier.

COF Chair June Nakamura provided an overview 
of existing and future Fellows activities, including 
the recruitment of new Fellows and nominees for the 
distinguished ACEC Community Service Award. The 
College of Fellows and the Order of the Engineer are 
now accepting candidates to be enrolled at the Fall 
ACEC Conference in Colorado Springs, October 19th 
thru 22nd, 2016.

Wallace Addresses 
Fellows Breakfast

National Park Service’s Ned Wallace was the keynote speaker at the College of 
Fellows breakfast.



Fellows Award Five 
2016 Scholarships

Focusing on Substance 
Amid Election Craziness

ACEC has the opportunity in the coming months to 
score signifi cant legislative victories that will expand 
major market sectors for the engineering industry.

The Council had several big accomplishments on 
Capitol Hill in the past year. Chief among those was 
passage of the FAST Act, the new fi ve-year, $305 bil-
lion surface transportation program that will give our 
state DOT clients the stability and certainty they need 
to plan and implement transportation improvement 
plans, and includes language to promote contracting 
out by state DOTs. Congress also passed a major tax 
bill last year, which made permanent the R&D tax 
credit and extended numerous other tax provisions that 
promote business investment.

Looking ahead, both the House and Senate have 
passed major energy bills that will expand energy mar-
kets, including provisions to ease pipeline construction, 
facilitate liquid natural gas (LNG) exports, and pro-
mote electrical grid resilience and renewable energy.

Legislation has cleared the Senate, and is moving 
through the House, to reauthorize and expand programs 
to support airport construction projects. A Senate com-
mittee has passed the Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA), authorizing more than $9 billion for new 
Corps of Engineers water projects. At ACEC’s request, 
the bill expands Qualifi cations-Based Selection (QBS) 
for projects funded through the Safe Drinking Water 
Act State Revolving Fund (SRF) program. A House 
committee has passed a more streamlined bill. 

In 2014, ACEC/Kansas applicants won three of the 
eight available ACEC scholarships. In 2015 and 2016, 
Kansas applicants won two of the fi ve possible. That 
success, according to ACEC/KS Executive Director 
Scott Heidner is due to engaged local universities, 
an invested ACEC/Kansas Board, and a well-crafted 
process.

ACEC/KS sees great value in supporting the efforts 
that go into vetting applicants. “Our Board recognizes 
the need for a pipeline of talented young men and 
women studying engineering to enable our Member 
Firms to hire top quality talent,” said Heidner.

ACEC/KS Scholarship Chair Karla Waters has de-
veloped relationships with the engineering departments 
of the state’s major universities, giving the M.O. the 
opportunity to reach out to exceptional students and to  
encourage them to submit their applications.

Board members then evaluate the applications, utiliz-
ing a spreadsheet to score the applications objectively 
and streamline the process. Members can quickly make 
selections and offer feedback to the applicants. The 
winners are then awarded state scholarships, and their 
applications are then submitted for the national awards.

The need for engineers continues to grow. Encourag-
ing and supporting those seeking a career in the engi-
neering profession is key to developing the successful 
future leaders of engineers fi rms and our ACEC chap-
ters. 

ACEC/Kansas Develops 
Scholarship Pipeline

ACEC’s Committee of Fellows has selected fi ve en-
gineering students to receive 2016 Scholarships.

Jeremy Ensz (Kansas State University) was awarded 
the $10,000 ACEC Scholar of the Year scholarship.

Kristen Copeland (University of Alabama) received 
the $5,000 ACEC Life/Health Trust Scholarship. 

Lauren Grimley (Calvin College) was awarded the 
$2,500 a/e ProNet Engineering Scholarship.

Aryn Cowley, (Ferris State University) received the 
$2,000 Small Firm Council Scholarship.

Jeffrey Bloss (University of Kansas) was awarded 
the $2,000 Council of American Structural Engineers.

For further information about ACEC Scholarships, 
contact Daisy Nappier.

ACEC/PAC Looks To 
Build on 2015 Success

ACEC/PAC, the federal Political Action Committee 
of ACEC, continues to hit new levels of participation, 
having raised a record $982,000 in fundraising receipts 
last year.  The PAC is on pace to match or exceed that 
total for 2016.

It’s a good thing because need for congressional 
campaign funds has never been greater.  Right now 
ACEC/PAC is actively engaged in supporting key, pro-
business candidates for Congress, and there are numer-
ous congressional Primaries scheduled for the next 
several weeks, including 17 states holding U.S. House 
and Senate Primaries in June alone.  This November 
34 U.S. Senate seats and all 435 U.S. House seats will 
be up for election.  The PAC funds the federal election 
campaigns of those men and women who will support 
investment in transportation, energy, water and busi-
ness issues of importance to ACEC member fi rms.

For more information about ACEC/PAC and ACEC’s 
political programs visit ACEC/PAC’s website here or 
contact Greg Knopp, ACEC’s Executive Director for 
Political Affairs at gknopp@acec.org or Katherine 
Bohny, ACEC/PAC Director at kbohny@acec.org.


