February 18, 2010
Dear Senator:

As an executive at an engineering firm in your state – and a member of the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) -- I am writing to urge you to support the Reid amendment to H.R. 2847, the House-passed jobs bill, as well as additional investments in the nation’s transportation, environmental, energy and other critical infrastructure as part of a broader job creation effort.  These investments will create and sustain hundreds of thousands of jobs and support a sustainable economic recovery at a critical time for my business.  
The Reid amendment includes an extension of federal highway and transit programs and funding through the end of the year, as well a $19.5 billion credit to the Highway Trust Fund to reinstate interest earned on its balances.  This essential action will avoid unnecessary disruptions in state transportation programs, provide more stability and predictability, and allow you to pursue a full six-year authorization this year, which is absolutely vital for sustained job creation and economic growth.  
As you know, the House has already passed a jobs bill with over $48 billion for transportation, water, energy, school renovation and housing projects.  The Senate needs to act quickly on a companion bill.  Studies show that $1 billion in infrastructure spending supports over 34,000 jobs.  Each dollar invested in highway and transit construction generates $1.80 of GDP in the near term.  A $1 billion investment in water and wastewater infrastructure results in an estimated 20,000-26,669 jobs, with more than one-half of the jobs in industries other than water and wastewater construction.  The same investment almost triples in size as total demand for goods and services reaches an estimated $2.87-$3.46 billion.
Persistent underfunding and uncertainty are forcing our state to cancel or postpone many important projects, including improvements to transportation safety, water quality and energy efficiency.  Given the dire condition of our infrastructure and the current economic condition of the engineering and construction industry, we cannot afford to let important preservation and improvement projects stall.  By including additional investments for these programs, you can put people to work right away and provide a lasting benefit for our economy.
Federal infrastructure funding is an investment in the nation’s future.  If done right, these investments will promote job creation, foster a sustainable economic recovery and improve quality of life for years to come.  Thank you for your attention and consideration.






Sincerely,






