[Date]

The Honorable [                    ]

United States Senate

309 Senate Hart Building

Washington, D.C.  20510

Dear Senator [        ]:

On behalf of [name of firm], we ask that you help expedite floor action for S. 1005, the Water Infrastructure Financing Act, which authorizes $38.5 billion over five years to support critical water and wastewater projects throughout the country.  The bill enjoys broad bipartisan support, will help to create tens of thousands of new jobs, and will greatly benefit communities in our state as well as help create jobs and economic recovery to the rest of the nation.

[Information about the firm and its water and wastewater services, and any specific data about impacts on the company’s employment losses and/or business as a result of the economic downturn]  

S. 1005 reauthorizes and expands the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) programs.  The Clean Water and Drinking Water SRF programs have proven to be an invaluable tool in creating high paying jobs, as well as improving environmental protection.  A recent study by the Clean Water Council found that of every $1 billion invested in water and wastewater infrastructure, 27,000 new jobs with average annual earnings of more than $50,000 are created.

In addition to creating new jobs, the legislation seeks to address the nation’s drinking water and wastewater treatment needs, which as you know, are tremendous.  Reports by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Government Accountability Office, and the Congressional Budget Office all show a funding gap of between $300 and $500 billion over the next 20 years between anticipated investments and what is actually needed to protect the nation’s water resources.

Along with increasing the funding levels for the Clean Water and Drinking Water SRF programs, S. 1005 expands the programs to include technical assistance grants for small systems, and allows states to tailor financial assistance to small and low-income communities by providing loan principle forgiveness and negative interest loans.  [If relevant to your state, include this sentence:  The bill also sets aside additional funds to address very costly combined sewer overflow projects which are being mandated for many communities in our state.]  S. 1005 provides the state more flexibility in using SRF funds, expanding coverage to the replacement of aging infrastructure and pre-construction expenses.  The repayment schedule for the loans is extended from 20 years to 30 years or the life of the project, making SRFs more functional for cash-strapped localities.  The bill also includes procurement improvements to ensure that tax dollars are well invested for water projects.

The funding under the SRF programs plays a critical role in protecting health, creating jobs, and in accelerating and sustaining economic development in [name of State].  We believe that time is overdue to complete the task of reauthorizing the Clean Water and Drinking Water SRFs and urge you to support whatever steps are necessary to help bring the bill to the Senate floor for a vote.   

Should you require any additional information, or if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact ___________________.  You may also contact Diane Shea, Director of Environmental and Energy Programs, at our national ACEC organization, at 202-682-4354 or dshea@acec.org.  Thank you for your leadership and support.

Respectfully,
