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Dear Mr%d; -Daw-{_

Thank you for your November 7 letter following up on our September 30 meeting to
discuss issues of importance to members of the American Council of Engineering Companies
(ACEC). I appreciated the opportunity to talk with you about these issues, including the Office
of Inspector General’s (OIG) pending audit report on consultant contracting.

We are supportive of the process the OIG has employed during the audit. When the OIG’s
recommendations are released, I am confident that we will be able to work with the industry to
address ways of improving our collective performance and quality, not only in this area, but also
as we seek to improve the overall procurement, management, and administration of consultant
services.

We will continue to coordinate with the OIG as it prepares the report. As discussed with
you on September 30, we will not be able to share the draft of the report or its findings prior to
release of the final report. However, I am pleased that ACEC met with the OIG on November 14
to discuss your concerns about the audit.

While acknowledging your concerns, I know that we share several goals, namely:

o Increased Certified Public Accountant audit quality,

o Clarity on roles and responsibilities over cognizance,

o Consistency with Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) cost principle
Interpretations,

e Improvement in the procurement, management, and administration of consultant
services, and

o Compliance with the FAR cost principles.

We look forward to working in partnership with ACEC, the Design Professional
Coalition, the American Road and Transportation Builders Association, the American
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, and others within the industry to
address the audit’s findings.
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I have asked Mr. Jon Obenberger of our Office of Program Administration to continue as

our primary contact with you. Please feel free to contact Mr. Obenberger at 202-366-2221 if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

B

Thomas J. Madison, Jr.
Administrator



