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The Honorable Henry Waxman

Chairman

House Committee on Energy and Commerce
2125 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Joe Barton

Ranking Member

House Committee on Energy and Commerce
2322A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Waxman and Ranking Member Barton:

On behalf of the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), we would like to
share our views with you and the Committee regarding HR 2454, the climate
change/energy bill that has been drafted by the majority members of the Committee. We
are strongly in favor of robust assistance for state, local and tribal adaptation projects as
well as a requirement that third-party verification be required for emission and offset
reports.

ACEC is the business association of America’s engineering industry, representing 5,500
independent engineering companies throughout the United States. ACEC members are
directly engaged in the development of America’s infrastructure, and play a particularly
critical role in the effort to improve the nation’s transportation, water and wastewater,
and energy infrastructure. ACEC member firms represent the broad spectrum of the
industry, from very large firms to small, family-owned businesses. Overall, our members
employ well over 400,000 people throughout the 50 states and the District of Columbia.

Adaptation

With climate changes, the engineering community expects our public-sector clients to
experience significant effects on the physical environment, including the infrastructure
upon which the economies of our nation’s communities are dependent. Local and state
governments will need to prepare for expected alterations in water supply and
availability, sea level rise, changes in patterns of precipitation and extreme weather
events.

These changes will have major implications for buildings, transportation, water and
energy supply, levees and flood control, and other infrastructure. For example, rising sea
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