
Many things in life are a matter of timing.  Being in the right place at the right time, 

buying or selling something at the right time, starting a business at the best possible 

moment, or in our case, starting a coalition at the perfect time!  Alright, I know 

what many of you are thinking-why start something like this during this tough econ-

omy, right? Well, to paraphrase an old saying, what goes down, must come back up ï 

and the Land Development market will do just that. The only question is when? When 

it does, the Land Development Coalition will be more than ready to serve its mem-

bers.     

Itôs been a little over a year since the coalition officially started up, and weôve had a 

great first year. We established the Executive Committee and created operating rules 

and procedures (see them here at http://www.acec.org/coalitions/LDC/index.cfm ). 

We started recruiting members, established our committees, created a logo and set our 

goals for the year. And before we knew it, the 2009-2010 year was halfway over! 

Time flies when youôre having fun! 

Which brings me to the next point. Itôs that time when we solicit  applications for the 

Executive Committee. I urge every member to seriously consider throwing in their 

hats. This is one great bunch of committed professionals (translation ï youôll learn a 

lot) ï and believe me when I tell you they are also fun to be around (translation ï 

youôll laugh a lot). Youôll get some additional information from us soon  ï so this is 

just a headôs up alert to start you thinking about it. We are always interested in hearing 

from any member about any issue the coalition can tackle. Send any suggestions to 

Heather Talbert at htalbert@acec.org. 
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Meet the Executive CommitteeMeet the Executive Committee   
 

Weôd like to introduce everyone to the individuals serving on the Land Development Execu-
tive Committee for 2009-2010. The officers consist of Blake Murillo as chair, Ed Parrone as 
Chair-elect, our Secretary-Treasure position is currently VACANT. Our directors serve also 

as chairs to our committees within the coalition: the Membership Committee, chaired by Bill 
Green and assisted by Mike Unger, is tasked with different ways for identifying and recruit-

ing new members to the coalition. The Advocacy Committee, chaired by Ed Parrone, identi-
fies legislative issues of great interest to the land development market and our businesses. 
The Programs Committee, led by Frasier Christy and Ken White, have brought several im-

portant land development sessions to the last 2 conferences ï with the promise of many more 
to come! Finally the Communication Committee with leadership from Les Clark and Ken 
Wightman is full of great ideas for communicating with members and soon to be members! 

Michael Smith, the Executive Director from Utah, provides us with suggestions on coordinat-
ing activities and communicating with the state M.O.ôs. Our Executive Director, Heather 

Talbert, ACEC staff provides day to day coordination with the officers and directors and 

other entities within ACEC.   

http://www.acec.org/coalitions/LDC/index.cfm
mailto:hltalbert@acec.org
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When ACEC Says Land Development, When ACEC Says Land Development,   

What Do We Mean?What Do We Mean?   
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LDC Mission:  To strengthen the business environment for member firms, focusing on qual-

ity professional land development services in a competitive global marketplace. 

ñProfessional Land Development Servicesò: We all know what that means, or we would not be 

involved enough to read this news letter.  But do we have a common idea or definition of what 

it means? To achieve the goals of our mission, we need to communicate. Communication is 

easier when the words we use mean the same thing. Having a common definition of 

ñProfessional Land Development Servicesò will help us communicate, and give direction to the 

very broad range of professional services that we provide. 

So, how do we arrive at a common definition?  We could simply list the services; dull and un-

inspired, without substance. We could expand on that list, providing a detailed explanation (in 

typical engineering fashion) of each service. Or, we try capturing the essence of what we mean 

when we describe land development that embodies our commitment and the importance of 

what we do like: 

When ACEC says Land Development, we mean: 

ñProviding professional services facilitating the transformation of existing land uses by 

visioning, planning, entitling, designing and constructing functional and sustainable land 

uses that meet the needs of the present and future inhabitants, while minimizing long 

term environmental, economic and societal impacts.ò 
 

Thatôs one version. What are your thoughts? Before we adopt our formal definition of Land 

Development Services, we want to hear from you. Send your definition to Heather Talbert at 

htalbert@acec.org .  We will take all of your ideas, combine them, refine them, edit, condense 

and formulate our official definition. Once we do that, we will use it in our communication ef-

forts ñTo strengthen the business environment of member firms, focusing on quality profes-

sional land development services in a competitive global marketplace.ò 

Land Development Coalition GoalsLand Development Coalition Goals   

Land development means different things to different people (see above article). But in almost all cases it involves build-

ing something. It makes sense then that the goals of the coalition this year are also about building; in this case, building 

our base, our influence and our value.    

Building our Base 

The goal is to increase our membership to 65 firms by the Spring convention this year. In the first year we grew to 32 

firms, but there are many more that can benefit from the coalition. 

Building our Influence 

We know our coalition will be involved and we want that involvement to be sought after. To start our involvement, we 

want to establish formal liaisons with three outside organizations (ex. NAHB, ULI, NAIOP, USGBC) by the Spring con-

vention. In addition weôll be monitoring legislative issues and participating in any movement on the proposed changes to 

the Floodplain Management regulations. 

Building our Value 

We want and need your involvement ï one way to secure it is to provide valuable and timely information at the Spring 

and Fall conferences. The sessions weôve already provided have been well received ï thatôs just a warm-up for the ones 

that are coming in the future. 

mailto:htalbert@acec.org
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Two years ago, when the Land Development Coalition (LDC) was formed, no one could anticipate 

the dramatic changes about to happen. Formed to provide a voice and be a resource for member 

firms engaged in land development, the coalition continues to grow despite the difficult times that 

our particular business segment has experienced. 

 

Some may ask, why focus on land development now?  New projects are nonexistent, clients are gone 

(or are hiding), and I just donôt see the benefit. To this, we respond, NOW IS THE TIME to engage. 

The economy will not stay down, we will come out of our funk, and we will be busy again. Many of 

the decisions being made, policies being contemplated, and regulations being enacted right now will 

impact our businesses for many years to come. We must be ready. To start, we must build our base. 

 

In less than two years, the Land Development Coalition has gone from an idea to a group of over 30 firms covering 37 

states with a total of 102 offices. This is encouraging, but we must do more. The larger our base, the more influence we 

will have and the better value we can provide. If you are not an LDC member, please join now. You will not find a better 

value in growing your practice. If you are already a member, thank you, get involved and spread the word. 

 

The coalitionôs goal is to double in size this year. Sound daunting? Not really if each of us reaches out and engages just 

one other firm. Weôll help. For each partner that you help join, youôll get $50 off your 2010-2011 LDC dues. (The new 

firm must become a paid in full member, and the offer is good for up to three firms, or a total of $150. Which means 

your dues could be free for fiscal year 2010-2011, talk about value!) 

 

We need your help. Only together can we build our base, build our influence, and build our value. Get an application 

form now, and make it happen: http://www.acec.org/coalitions/LDC/ldc_membership_form.pdf. 

The Benefit of Joining the Land Development CoalitionThe Benefit of Joining the Land Development Coalition     

Building our BaseBuilding our Base   
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Emerging Business Opportunities Focus of Emerging Business Opportunities Focus of   

Upcoming ACEC Annual ConventionUpcoming ACEC Annual Convention   

New opportunities in transportation, water and energy; innovative strategies for firm management and growth; 

and a stellar lineup of speakers highlight a jam-packed agenda at the upcoming ACEC Annual Conventionð

the engineering industryôs premier legislative eventðApril 25-28, at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Washington, 

D.C. 

With the theme Engineering Americaôs Recovery: New Opportunities, Convention attendees will learn of busi-

ness prospects from a myriad of federal officials including NASA; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; General 

Services Administration; State Department; Department of Veterans Affairs; and Department of Energy. The 

Convention also includes the popular CEO Roundtables and 25 specially selected business management ses-

sions to help firms survive and thrive in a challenging economy.  

Convention speakers include Pat Buchanan, analyst for MSNBC, and Eleanor Clift, contributing editor of 

Newsweek, who will provide a spirited debate on the political climate. Greg Ip, economics editor for The 

Economist, will analyze where the economy is headed, and CEOs from Member Firms will discuss challenges 

for the industry, and CIOs will look at IT challenges for the design industry. 

Washington D.C. is a popular destination in the Spring so make your hotel reservations early! Contact the 

Grand Hyatt Hotel directly at 202-582-1234 and reference ACEC. For more information about the conven-

tion, contact Krysta Perrault at kperrault@acec.org or 202-682-4353.  

S:/COALITIONS/Land Development/LDC Brochure/Land Development Member Brochure 2009.pdf
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Advocacy: 

ACEC Land Development Coalition member firms should be in a position to influence 

the business environment in which they practice. To do that, we need to be aware of 

what is going on and identify issues that can potentially impact that business environ-

ment.   

The Advocacy Committee has identified a short list of the most current national issues 

that have potential to impact our businesses: 

Increase in the low-income housing tax credit volume cap: This promotes the construc-

tion of low-income housing (expired 12/31/09). 

15-year depreciation for qualified leasehold improvements, qualified restaurant build-

ings and improvements, and qualified retail improvements: This tax incentive shortens 
the depreciation schedule for these purposes from 39 ½ years to 15 years (expired 

12/31/09). 

Expensing of brownfields remediation costs: The tax incentive allows for the immedi-

ate deduction of costs for environmental cleanup at qualified properties (expired 

12/31/09). 

EPAôs recent declaration that greenhouse gases threaten public health: The Environ-

mental Protection Agency issued a long-expected ruling that greenhouse gases threaten 
public health, giving the Obama administration power to regulate smokestack and tail-
pipe emissions that feed global warming. http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/

endangerment.html 

FEMA floodplain, Draft Executive Order:  May 2009 Draft Executive Order to modify 

designated floodplain restrictions. The administrations draft executive order intended to 
implement FEMAôs draft revisions to flood plain regulations (http://www.eenews.net/
public/25/11835/features/documents/2009/07/21/document_gw_01.pdf ). 

Water Protection and Reinvestment Act (H.R. 3202) : Sponsored by Rep. Earl Blu-

menauer, amends the Internal Revenue Code to establish in the Treasury the Water Pro-

tection and Reinvestment Trust Fund (Trust Fund) to support investments in clean water 
and drinking water infrastructure.  

 

Get involved with the Coalition and learn about the latest issues that can impact your 

business climate early, then stay involved and use the Coalitions status to influence the 

outcome of these issues. To maximize our influence, we are coordinating directly with 

ACEC legislative advocacy team to learn about such issues before they happen to us, 

making sure that our unique perspective is heard within, and aligned with the organiza-

tion, plus the coalition works very closely with the ACEC Environment and Energy 

Committee. 
 

Liaisons: 

As mentioned in the Coalitionôs goals for this year, one of the goals is to develop a plan 

to implement formal liaisons with three outside organizations. The list of target organi-

zations include NAHB, BOMA, NAIOP, APA, AIA, ULI, and USGBC.  We will be 

coordinating with individual stateôs Member Organizations (MOs) to determine which 

of these organizations they have active liaison effort/agreements, then use those to 

springboard into nationallevel liaison arrangements.  

If you have strong relationships with some of these organizations, let us know which you 

believe would be the most beneficial to ACEC and LDC by contacting Heather Talbert, 

htalbert@acec.org or 202-682-4377. 

Building Our Influence: Advocacy and LiaisonsBuilding Our Influence: Advocacy and Liaisons   
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http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/endangerment.html
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/endangerment.html
http://www.eenews.net/public/25/11835/features/documents/2009/07/21/document_gw_01.pdf
http://www.eenews.net/public/25/11835/features/documents/2009/07/21/document_gw_01.pdf
mailto:htalbert@acec.org
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Talk about a great start at building our value. The Fall ACEC Conference at the La Quinta resort in Palm Springs was a 

great venue for the Land Development Coalition (LDC), meeting several times and attending several very interesting 

educational and collaborative sessions. The weather was fantastic, the friendship cordial and the information well worth 

the time spent.  Great feedback from lots of people.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coalition Program Committee had scheduled nationally recognized expert Ted Bardacke of Global Green USA to 

present a cutting-edge program on Achieving Neighborhood Sustainability utilizing a new USGBC LEED rating sys-

tem, Neighborhood Development.  Ted explained how the LEED-ND rating system combined the principles of smart 

growth, urbanism, and green building into the first national standard for neighborhood design. Particular emphasis was 

placed on infrastructure design strategies in the LEED-ND system where engineers must play a key role in project suc-

cess.  (See the presentation PowerPoint on the LDC web site http://www.acec.org/coalitions/LDC/index.cfm ) 
 

Two other programs of interest for Coalition members included a joint session with the Council of Professional Survey-

ors (COPS) and a session by Ray Kogan on Firm of the Future: Big Picture Trends Shaping the Future of Engi-

neering Firms. A very good discussion on common issues facing surveyors and engineers in the land development mar-

kets occurred with topics including the following: 

  Machine-Controlled Construction  FEMA Mapping Modifications  

  Managing Scope    Contract Risk in Different Times 

  Future of Land Development Financing Effluent Limitations (MS4)  

  HUD/DOT/EPA Partnership   Fee Types / Contract Services 

  Electronic Delivery    Wetlands 
 

A great overview presentation by Ray Kogan was made on the Firm of the Future: Big Picture Trends Shaping the 

Future of Engineering Firms. Sustainable development practices were a key part of his emphasis and definitely a factor 

in our clients minds as they look ahead in how they will develop their projects in the future. 
 

Look for more joint sessions and events at future ACEC conferences with COPS as well as new programs developed by 

LDC. If you have a topic idea for a future education session you would like the Coalition to pursue, please send your 

thoughts to Heather Talbert, htalbert@acec.org or 202-682-4377. 

ACEC Fall ConferenceACEC Fall Conference ññ  

Engineering Americaõs RecoveryEngineering Americaõs Recovery  
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