
The Small Firm Council continues to represent and advance the important specific issues within 
ACEC that impact small firms, as well as work with Federal Agencies and the United States 

Congress to create a sound business environment.   

Some of the projects SFC were involved in this past year included: 

Held another successful Winter Seminar in New Orleans, LA featuring the PSMJ Resources 

Principals Bootcamp program. 

Continued working with ACEC Government Affairs on issues before Congress affecting 

small businesses, including accessing affordable healthcare, 3% withholding mandate and 

small business size-standards. 

With your generous contributions was able to again award the Annual Scholarship to Chris 

Searcy, a senior at the University of Alabama majoring in mechanical engineering. 

Re-instituted the SFC Connector newsletter sent electronically to all SFC members. 

Conducted a member survey on future seminar topics. 

In 2010-2011, SFC will continue to be active in providing business development opportunities 
for the small firm owner. The winter meeting has rapidly become the marquee event for small 

business owners. Educational topics covered during our winter meetings include ownership tran-
sition, project management, marketing, and much more.  SFC members receive discounts in 

excess of membership dues for SFC-sponsored programs in 2010-2011.   SFC will also con-
tinue to keep its members informed about business trends and useful information through 
ACEC’s Last Word newsletter, Engineering, Inc. magazine, and the Small Firm Council list 

serve. Thank you for your continued support of the Small Firm Council. Together, our col-

lective voice is being heard, and the council is making a difference.  

From the ChairFrom the ChairττRob Overfield, P.E.Rob Overfield, P.E.  

Thank you to  

our sponsors! 
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Inside this issue: 

Dues invoices have been mailed out to all current SFC members as of July 1st. We are very 

optimistic about what SFC can do for its members and we hope you feel the same way and 

choose to continue your membership.  

This year when you receive your invoice, there will be a form enclosed to update your contact 

information so we may have to most current information in our director for all the members.   

The council will be continuing the patron program, where, for an extra $100 added onto your 

dues payment, you may have your company’s logo, that will automatically link to your com-

pany’s website, prominently displayed on the SFC webpage. For more information about the 

patron program specifically or SFC membership in general, please contact SFC Executive Di-

rector Heather Talbert at htalbert@acec.org or 202-682-4377. 

SFC Membership RenewalsSFC Membership Renewals  
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Small Firm Council Down in New OrleansSmall Firm Council Down in New Orleans    

Rallying to the theme of “engineering the nation’s economic recovery” more than 1,000 members converged 

on Washington, D.C., for the ACEC 2010 Annual Convention. Convention attendees also included delegations 

from China, India, Canada, Australia, Korea and Nigeria; 70 first-time attendees; and representatives of col-

league associations including ASCE, ARTBA, FIDIC and NCEES. 
 

Participants heard from CEOs, CFOs, CIOs, and other business leaders concerned with bottom-line strategies. 

Officials from more than a dozen federal agencies outlined market opportunities in the public sector. 
 

The CEO Roundtables focused on industry challenges and solutions. A special General Session panel of three 

leading CEOs carried the dialogue further.  
 

ACEC’s “citizen lobbyists” urged their elected representatives to boost the national economy through new 

multi-year bills for water, aviation, and surface transportation. They also raised concerns over pending initia-

tives that threaten contracting out and advocated repeal of the 3 percent withholding mandate.  

 

Board Meeting highlights included: 

Approved a new three-year Council budget that does not include a dues increase in 2011. 

Consolidated existing classes on non-regular ACEC membership into one Affiliate Member Firm class.  

Gerald Stump, CEO and EVP of Wilbur Smith Associates, succeeded Tim Psomas, chairman of Psomas, as 

ACEC Chairman for 2010-2011.  
 

In addition, ACEC’s Grand Conceptor Award for top engineering achievement of the year was won by HDR 

for a power facility fueled by onion skins.  Grand Awards went to Walter P. Moore, Hatch Mott MacDonald, 

Jacobs, Magnusson Klemencic, HNTB, Brown and Caldwell, and Michael Baker, Jr. 

1,0001,000--Plus at ACEC Convention Bring Legislative Activism, Plus at ACEC Convention Bring Legislative Activism,   

Business InsightsBusiness Insights  
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The 2010 Small Firm Council (SFC) Winter meeting was held at the Royal Sonesta Hotel in New Orleans, 

Louisiana, on February 18 to 20, 2009.  Twenty-nine attendees from 22 companies were engaged in network-

ing, learning and discussing issues of vital importance to their small businesses.  David Burnstein from PSMJ 

led an 8-hour Bootcamp facilitating learning and discussion on nearly 20 topics including ownership transition, 

leadership, governance, strategic planning, marketing, and organizing for growth.  David is well versed in tai-

loring the discussion to small engineering firms.  The next day, a small firm roundtable was held to share ideas 

on priority issues of small engineering firms such as, leadership transition within the firm, financial manage-

ment, employee benefit packages.  If you missed the meeting in New Orleans, please plan on attending the 

2011 winter meeting in sunny San Diego, CA, January 28-29, 2011. More information will be available at the 

upcoming Fall Conference plus sent to all members! 
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During the recent ACEC Annual Convention, Small Firm Council members came together to plot out the 

future direction of the council.  The member meeting is open to current dues-

paying members of the Small Firm Council as well as ACEC member firms 

interested in learning more about the Small Firm Council and its activities. 

Held three times a year: during the ACEC Annual Convention and Fall 

Conference, and the Small Firm Council Winter Meeting, we invite you to 

make plans to join us in the fall down in Puerto Rico October 17-20 at the El 

Conquistador Resort.  
 

Items discussed during the recent meeting included: 

Surveying entire council membership on future meeting topics; 

Develop potential web seminar and ACEC conference session topics; 

Continue to monitor the development of new SBA Size-standard 

regulations; 

Have ACEC staff look into a scholarship donor recognition program 

beyond current practice. 

  

Small Firm Council Members Plan for FutureSmall Firm Council Members Plan for Future  

 

Chris Searcy, a student at the University of Alabama, who will receive his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering 

December 2010, was selected as a recipient of the 2010 Small Firm Council Scholarship award.  

In responding to the essay question about the role or responsibility of the consulting engineer in shaping 

and protecting the natural environment, he stated, “The next generation of engineers must offer solutions 

that protect the environment through avoiding consumption pitfalls of traditional design.  The practice of 

sustainable engineering strives to reduce the energy and material requirements per unit of production and 

to avoid or lessen the environmental risk that is faced through production. The challenge is to create a 
product or process that is energy efficient, cost-effective, and compatible with the environment in every, 

phase, including its production, use, and disposal. Only 

through careful and conscious engineering can such goals be 

attained.”                                                                        

 

The Small Firm Council extends its congratulations to Chris 

and wishes him best wishes for the future.    
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Scarborough, Altschuler Highlight Fall Conference; Scarborough, Altschuler Highlight Fall Conference;   
 

"Morning Joe" Scarborough and Astronomer Daniel Altschuler will headline the ACEC 2010 Fall Conference 

in Puerto Rico, October 17-20.  
 

Scarborough, who hosts MSNBC’s Morning Joe program and is a former congressman, is renowned for his 

no-holds-barred political commentary. 
 

Altschuler is former director of the Arecibo Radio Observatory, which is the largest single-dish radio 

observatory in the world and was featured in both the James Bond film GoldenEye and Jodie Foster’s movie 

Contact. He will discuss the possibilities for extraterrestial life. 
 

The Fall Conference will be held at the El Conquistador Resort and will feature more than two dozen business 

management sessions, the popular CEO roundtables, and a new educational track for Member Firm CIOs. 
 

To register for the Fall Conference click here. For information on the Fall Conference, click here  
 

########## 
 

Changes in Federal Procurement are Coming; Changes in Federal Procurement are Coming;   

D.C. Course Offers Insider View D.C. Course Offers Insider View   

September 15September 15--16, Washington, D.C.16, Washington, D.C.  

 

With the federal government in the midst of implementing the most far-reaching procurement reforms in a 

decade, ACEC presents a unique exploration into the probable and potential changes. 

 

Coping With Key Changes in Federal Procurement and Project Delivery will analyze new public safety and 

security requirements, contractor disclosure rules, performance-based contracting, measureable contract 

performance standards and the outsourcing versus in-sourcing debate—from the perspectives of both 

government sources and ACEC’s own procurement experts. 

 

This one-of-a-kind course includes speakers from federal agencies, as well as contracting and legal experts 

who focus daily on public acquisition and federal markets. For firms pursuing federal work, as well as those 

contemplating entry into this market, this 1½-day course is of vital importance. Click here for agenda and to 

register.  

ACEC Education OpportunitiesACEC Education Opportunities  

http://clients.targetwarexm.com/link.php?xm=acec&M=802336&N=124&L=298&F=H
http://clients.targetwarexm.com/link.php?xm=acec&M=802336&N=124&L=240&F=H
http://clients.targetwarexm.com/link.php?xm=acec&M=802336&N=124&L=284&F=H


Since 1990, the Small Firm Council (SFC) has represented and advanced small 

business interests of ACECôs small firms. SFC provides a forum for ACEC to 

focus solely on the needs of small firms. 

SFC goals : 

Identify and influence important federal, state and local initiatives that di-

rectly impact small firms. 

Work with health, professional liability, and business insurance industries to 

improve access and affordability for members. 

Develop business education products and seminars focused on the specific 

needs of small firms. 

Provide a forum to develop solutions to the unique needs of small firm own-

ers. 

##### 

Calendar of Events 

Oct. 17-20:  ACEC Fall Conference, El Conquistador Resort 

   Fajardo, Puerto Rico 

 

Jan. 28-29, 2011 2011 SFC Winter Meeting & Seminar 

   San Diego, CA 

 

 

 

 

1015 15th St., NW 

8th Floor 

Washington, DC  20005-2605 

S M A L L  F I R M  S M A L L  F I R M  

C O U N C I L  C O U N C I L    

( S F C )( S F C )   

The following Small Firm Council Steering Committee members are here to serve your needs. Please feel 

free to contact any of the members at their email addresses shown below. 

Chair:  

     Rob Overfield, Engineering Associates, robertov@eaengineers.com 

Steering Committee Members: 

     John Forcier, Forcier Aldrich & Associates, Jforcier@forcieraldrich.com 

     Karen Friese, K. Friese & Associates, Inc., kfriese@kfriese.com 

     Mark Hamouz, LONCO, Inc., mhamouz@lonco.com 

     Helen M. Himes, HH Engineering, Ltd., hhimes@hhengltd.com 

     Gregg Hughes, Palmetto Engineering, Gregg.Hughes@palmettoeng.com 

     Kevin M. McCormick, Miller Consulting Engineers, Inc., kevin@miller-se.com 

     Cathy S. Ritter, The Constellation Design Group, Inc., critter@constellationdesign.com 

     Gregg Ten Eyck, Leonard Rice Engineers, Inc., teneyck@lrcwe.com 

     H. Kenneth White, H. Kenneth White & Associates, Inc., hkwhite@hkwhite.com 

 Executive Director:  

     Heather Talbert, ACEC, htalbert@acec.org 

Small Firm Council Steering CommitteeSmall Firm Council Steering Committee   

Phone: 202-682-4377 

Fax: 202-898-0068 

E-mail: htalbert@acec.org 

Website: www.acec.org/sfc 


