
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Colleagues – 

 

Great to see you all at last month’s convention in Washington, D.C. – where we had a record 

turnout of 1,400.  Our “citizen lobbyists” rallied to promote infrastructure investment, tax 

reform, and other key priorities.  Senator James Inhofe (R-OK), Chair of the Environment and 

Public Works Committee, complimented ACEC on its “influence” with Congress; and General 

Stanley McChrystal (ret.), CNN’s Jake Tapper and other speakers covered a full range of 

political and management issues.   

 

We thank ACEC’s outgoing Chair Dick Wells and his Executive Committee members for their 

wonderful service to the Council in 2014-15; and welcome incoming Chair Ralph Christie and 

his new ExCom for 2015-16 as they go to work on the issues that matter most to us.   

 

Also, many thanks and best wishes to retiring Executive Directors Candy Toler of 

ACEC/Tennessee and Stephanie Morse of ACEC/Indiana for their many years of outstanding 

service to their states and to the Council.  

 

Dave 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MONTHLY UPDATE 

May 1, 2015 

  

General 
 

 Record 1,400 attendees at the ACEC Annual Convention in Washington, D.C. lobbied on 

Capitol Hill for MAP-21 reauthorization, expansion of energy markets, and balanced tax 

reform; and participated in a wide range of business education and market-oriented 

activities. 

 

 Convention attendees heard prominent speakers including General Stanley McChrystal 

(ret.), CNN’s Jake Tapper, Deputy Secretary of Transportation Victor Mendez, Rear 

Admiral and head of NAVFAC Kate Gregory, and many others from the public and 

private sectors. 



 ACEC’s Board of Directors voted to maintain the current momentum of the Minuteman 

Fund war chest to support critical state legal and legislative efforts; updated the 

membership recruitment strategic goal; clarifed the definition of a “member” for dues 

calculation and purposes; and established a dues cap at 5,000 employees. 

 

 ACEC’s new national leadership took office with Ralph Christie succeeding Dick Wells 

as Chair, with Peter Strub (Chair-elect), Lee Cammack, Phil Houser, Gregg Spagnolo and 

Nancy Israel joining Harvey Floyd, Lauren Evans, Randy Neuhaus, Mitch Simpler and 

Dave Raymond as the 2015-16 Executive Committee.   

 The Engineering Excellence Awards Gala – recognizing the finest engineering 

achievements of the year – honored 170 projects, including the Grand Conceptor Award 

winner – the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge East Span – designed by the joint 

venture of T.Y. Lin International and Moffatt & Nichol. 

 

Government Advocacy 

 Hundreds of ACEC members converged on Capitol Hill during the Convention to make a 

strong case for infrastructure investment, tax reform, and other key priorities. 

 Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Chairman James Inhofe (R-OK) 

briefed Convention attendees on the status of MAP-21 reauthorization and offered words 

of encouragement to ACEC members prior to their visits to Capitol Hill. 

 The FY 2016 budget resolution conference includes language to accommodate increased 

transportation infrastructure funding in MAP-21 reauthorization. 

 Teamed with other business organizations on a letter urging Congress to protect the cash 

method of accounting. 

 Submitted comments on the Council's tax reform priorities to the Senate Finance 

Committee tax reform working groups.  

 Recommended greater flexibility for prospective engineering, surveying, and inspection 

applications for unmanned aircraft systems, in comments submitted on draft FAA 

regulations. 

 Representative Sam Graves (R-MO) introduced the ACEC-backed Design-Build 

Efficiency and Jobs Act of 2015, which would limit the use of one-step design-build in 

both military and civilian construction and streamline the two-step process to focus on 

the most qualified teams in the second phase of the competition. 

 Senator David Vitter (R-LA) and Rep. Mick Mulvaney (R-SC) introduced ACEC-backed 

bills to prevent federal agencies from requiring that contractors sign project labor 

agreements (PLAs) as a condition of winning federal construction contracts. 



 ACEC/PAC has already raised $400,000 toward this year’s $1 million target; 

congratulations to Indiana, Hawaii, South Carolina, Delaware, Tennessee, Wisconsin and 

Alaska for achieving their 2015 ACEC/PAC fundraising goals so early in the year. 

 ACEC/PAC co-hosted congressional fundraising events for House Ways and Means 

Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI), Rep. Lynn Jenkins (R-KS), and Rep. Henry 

Cuellar (D-TX); also supported Convention receptions with ACEC/NC and ACEC/OH 

for Rep. David Price (D-NC), Rep. David Rouzer (R-NC), Rep. George Holding (R-NC), 

and Rep. Bob Gibbs (R-OH). 

 

Business Resources 

 Released a new publication, Capture Planning for Private Client Practices, a 59-page 

resource for business development efforts; available for purchase and immediate 

download at www.acec.org. 

 

 Coalitions’ best sellers for April included CASE’s Guideline Addressing Coordination 

and Completeness of Structural Construction Documents, 2013 Edition and Guidelines 

for Performing Project Specific Peer Reviews on Structural Projects, both available at 

www.acec.org/bookstore. 

 

 The Registered Continuing Education Program (RCEP) added two new providers in April 

– Syska Hennessy Group and Redzone Robotics – for a total of 117, a 14% increase since 

July 2014. 

 

 More than 100 ACEC Spring Convention attendees stood in line to talk and take photos 

with keynoter General Stanley McChrystal, who signed advance copies of his new book, 

Team of Teams: New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World.  

 

 April’s most popular webinars included “Insight into USACE Plans and Market 

Opportunities” and “The Death of ‘Old School’ Business Development: What Your 

Future Leaders Need to Know,” in which ACEC members previewed how to cultivate 

successful, firm-wide business development and USACE’s solicitations for 2016 

respectively. 

 

 May webinars will include: Marketing Made 2 Measure: Growth, Profit, and Success - 

with a Well-Tailored Marketing Fit; Update on Allocating the Risks;  “Hey 

Boomers…meet the Millennials”:  Unlocking the Secrets of an Intergenerational 

Workforce;  Learning from the Past, Ready for the Future: Managing the Emerging and 

Enduring Risks of Professional Practice; Placing Round Pegs Into Round Holes: 

Supercharge Your Teams With Smarter Assignments; Construction Administration As A 

Risk Management Tool; Sharpen Your Technical Writing Skills; Private Market 

Opportunities – Shift Your Paradigm; Developing Persuasive, WINNING Engineering 

Proposals; Pulling Back the Curtain On Professional Liability PL Insurance; Back 

Office and Production Technologies for Engineers. 
 

http://www.acec.org/
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