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Meetings of the signatories of the Washington Accord and the Engineers Mobility Forum convened at the Thornybush Game Reserve in South Africa from June 20 to the 26th, 2001. The purpose of these meetings was to further the international cooperation between the institutions that establish the educational qualifications and registration of engineers in their various countries. The participants from the U.S. included The Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and the Unites States Council for International Engineering Practice (USCIEP), of which ACEC is a member.  

The Washington Accord is an agreement signed in 1989 for the purpose of establishing a mechanism to evaluate and recognize the “substantial equivalence of programs in satisfying the academic requirements for the practice of engineering at the professional level.” ABET is one of the eight members and has served as Chair for the last two years.

The Engineers Mobility Forum Agreement was signed at the meeting by institutions from Canada, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand, Hong Kong, the United States, Japan, Malaysia, and Korea. Its purpose is to “enable progress towards removing artificial barriers to the free movement of professional engineers among countries,” while ensuring that qualifications are met. This document establishes the EMF International Register of Professional Engineers by which the signatories “aim to facilitate cross-border practice by experienced professional engineers by establishing a framework for their recognition, based on confidence in the integrity of national assessment systems.” Each signatory will maintain its own register and will share information with other signatories.

The minimum standards for acceptance into the EMF Registry are:


1) To reach an overall level of academic achievement that is Substantially Equivalent to that of a graduate holding an engineering degree, accredited by an organization holding full membership in and acting in accordance with the terms of the Washington Accord,


2) To gain a minimum of seven years practical experience since graduation,


3) To spend at least two years in responsible charge of significant engineering work,


4) To gain assessment within registrant’s own jurisdiction as eligible for independent practice,


5) To maintain continuing professional development (CPD) at a satisfactory level,

and be bound by the codes of professional conduct. 

The EMF International Register document clearly states that admittance to the Register does not exempt one from licensure or registration in a Host Economy, nor does it exempt one from supplemental assessment processes required by a Host Economy. 

The advantages to be had for U.S. engineering firms are progress toward ease of movement of personnel on global projects, a simplified method to gain assurance that foreign engineers are properly qualified, and faster transfer of documentation between countries for the purposes of acquiring cross-border licensure and registration.

USCIEP comprised of the National Council for Examination of Engineers and Surveyors (NCEES), the National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE), ABET, and ACEC, is the organization authorized to establish the Unites States EMF International Registry and to provide a Monitoring Committee, which is charged with maintaining the Registry and the review of other countries’ Monitoring Committees. Lamar Dunn has been appointed to be the ACEC member of the Monitoring Committee. The Register will be housed at NCEES, which already runs a Records Program for the collection of documentation for engineers. 

In the future, USCIEP anticipates that the Asian-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Registry and the EMF Registry will share membership and mutual recognition.

