Dear Senator :

I am writing to urge your support for consideration of the Aviation Delay Prevention Act (S. 633) by the Senate this year.  The bill will help expedite the approval process for critical airport runway projects across the country.

While air travel has been down since the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, projections indicate that it will soon recover.  The Federal Aviation Administration reports that air travel is expected to grow from 650 million passengers to a billion passengers by 2013.  Unless Congress takes action, travelers across the country will experience increasingly severe gridlock and delays at our nation’s airports.  

The Aviation Delay Prevention Act includes provisions to expedite runway projects at airports that have been identified by the FAA as causing over 80 percent of this country’s delays.  Specifically, it directs the Secretary of Transportation to develop and implement an expedited and coordinated environmental review process to help speed the construction of critical runway capacity projects at these airports.

The Senate’s approval of this bill will be an important step in alleviating congestion at our airports.  I request you support S. 633 and work with your colleagues to ensure its consideration by the Senate this year. 

Sincerely,

