July 12, 2002

The Honorable __________

U.S Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator: _________: 

I am writing on behalf of ___________ to urge your opposition to an amendment that was offered by Senator Byron Dorgan yesterday during subcommittee markup of the F.Y. 2003 Treasury, Postal and General Government Appropriations bill. The Amendment, which would halt the ability of departments and agencies funded under this appropriation to outsource work to the private sector, passed by a 4-3 vote. 
As you know, the Administration is working to open non-inherently governmental functions to competition from the private market, ensuring that taxpayers receive the best services most for their tax dollars.  A recent report from the General Accounting Office states that when competition for government contracts takes place, taxpayers receive an over 30% savings.  Federal agencies, including the Department of Treasury, the U.S. Postal Service and the General Services Administration, rely on private sector engineering services to provide a range of services, including the design and construction of new courthouses and post offices and renovations of existing Federal buildings.  If the Dorgan Amendment becomes law, this work would essentially stop and there is a danger that the measure would impact other Federal agencies and departments.
On behalf of the (number of employees) of (name of your firm), I urge you to oppose inclusion of any anti-contracting out provisions in the F.Y. 2003 Treasury, Postal and General Government Appropriations bill as well as any other amendment that may be attached during the remainder of the 107th Congress.  I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your staff to discuss this matter in greater detail. 

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Sincerely, 











