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I. INTRODUCTION

Enlargement of European Union membership to the countries of Central and Eastern Europe is presently one of the most important issues on the European agenda. The large number of candidates together with their differences in cultures and histories offer a challenge and opportunity for the EU to further the integration of the European continent and extend a zone of economic and political stability to potential new members. It also offers unique prospects of improving investment and trade conditions on the European continent.

In order to qualify for EU membership, candidate countries must fulfil a number of criteria. They must fulfil “entry requirements” so-to-speak. At present, none of the candidate countries are in such a position although progress is steadily being made. A EU regulated accession process manages this transition period whereby candidate countries progressively prepare themselves for membership to the EU.

One of the most fundamental “entry requirements” is that the legislative systems of the candidate countries are aligned to that of the European Union. This means that the accession countries will have to progressively adopt the body of law known as the Acquis communautaire
 into their own national legislation.  Implementation requires the adoption of 31 chapters
 of the acquis comprising some 80,000 pages of legislation. The principal obligations to be transposed relate to the rights of establishment, national treatment, free circulation of goods, intellectual property and public procurement.

Through this process, citizens of the candidate countries progressively become subject to an identical body of rules to that governing the European Union. It is therefore important to understand that EU legislation already affects persons and businesses in the candidate countries well before they become full EU members.

This guide provides information on business conditions and opportunities attached to the enlargement process, such as guidelines to European public procurement opportunities tied in with the financial assistance programmes designed to help candidate countries prepare for accession.

II. THE ENLARGEMENT PROCESS

From the 1993 Copenhagen European Council

to the accession negotiations.

The accession criteria

In 1993, at the Copenhagen European Council, the Member States agreed that “countries in Central and Eastern Europe that so desire shall become members of the European Union” provided that they are able to “assume the obligations of membership by satisfying the economic and political conditions required”.

These conditions are referred to as the Copenhagen Criteria: 

· Stability of institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for and protection of minorities;

· A functioning market economy as well as the capacity to cope with competitive pressures and market forces within the Union; 

· Ability to take on the obligations of membership, including adherence to the aims of political, economic and monetary union.

The progress made by each candidate country in meeting the accession criteria is monitored by the Commission through the compiling of “regular reports” submitted to the Council. The Council bases the continuation of the negotiations on these reports. Each report contains a detailed analysis of the progress made by each of the candidate countries. They also cover the adoption of the acquis communautaire.
An overall enlargement process
In July 1997, the Commission produced “Agenda 2000”, a document that presents an analysis of the implications of enlargement for the European Union and provides an evaluation of the candidates' applications for membership.

The following issues are addressed in Agenda 2000:

· the perspectives for the development of the EU

· the challenge of enlargement

· the impact of enlargement

· the future financial framework of an enlarged Union.

On the basis of Agenda 2000, the Luxembourg European Council (December 1997) decided to launch an overall enlargement process. This process includes the ten Central and Eastern European (CEE) applicant countries, i.e. Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia, as well as Cyprus, Turkey and Malta.

The enlargement process encompasses:

· The European Conference, a multilateral forum bringing together the applicant countries, which held its first meeting in London on 12 March 1998;

· The accession process, covering the ten CEE applicant countries and Cyprus, which was launched in Brussels on 30 March 1998;

· The accession negotiations, which the European Council decided to open on 31 March 1998 with six countries, as recommended by the European Commission: Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Poland and Slovenia. On 15 February 2000, the Council decided to open accession negotiations with six other countries: Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Romania and Slovakia.
The Accession Process includes a pre-accession strategy, the accession negotiations, the "screening" of EC legislation and a review procedure. The process regulates and determines the conditions under which each candidate country will join the EU and focuses on the adoption and implementation of the acquis communautaire.

Pre-Accession strategy
Given the institutional, administrative and cultural specificity of the Central and Eastern European Countries (CEECs), it has been necessary to elaborate a pre-accession strategy to target support towards each country individually and help them and the Union to prepare for accession. This strategy is designed to assist the CEECs both administratively and institutionally in their adoption, implementation and enforcement of the acquis communautaire. The enlargement is thus a comprehensive, inclusive and ongoing process, which takes place in stages; each of the applicant states proceeding at its own rate, depending on its degree of preparedness.

The Europe Agreements

The Europe Agreements
 provide the framework within which candidate countries are preparing for membership. Through the Europe Agreements, the candidate countries may already benefit from much of the advantages offered by the internal market prior to full membership such as, for example, free trade in industrial products as well as participation in Community programmes. In return, the candidate countries commit themselves to legislative approximation (i.e. to transpose the acquis communautaire in their own legislation), in particular in areas relevant to the internal market. In addition to trade issues, the Europe Agreements cover co-operation in the political, economic and cultural areas. 
Accession Partnerships and National Programmes for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA)

In practice, each country is now party to an Accession Partnership (AP)
 offering an individual programme for accession within a single framework. The APs are country-specific programmes designed to guide each applicant through the enlargement partnership. They are elaborated with the separate needs and requirements of each country in mind. They have the benefit of addressing the priorities to be dealt with for each country on an individual basis. Through this programme, the enlargement process has been transformed from a simple political bargaining process into a structured and regulated technical process characterised by the setting of standards and goals to be met by the candidate countries. One of the characteristics of this process is that the continuation of the accession negotiations is conditional upon the progress made in the adoption of the acquis. In other words, the progress made by CEECs in the adoption of the acquis is a pre-condition to the continuation of the negotiations and to the granting of further financial assistance
.

Each country’s Accession Partnership is further complemented by its own National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis (NPAA). The NPAAs are specifically targeted towards each country’s commitments to achieving the Copenhagen criteria and adopting the acquis communautaire and contain the timetables for implementation as well as the human and financial resources to be allocated where applicable.

The Accession Negotiations

The negotiation process starts with a Commission proposal covering each chapter of the acquis and is followed by negotiating sessions at ministerial level. Negotiations are conducted with each candidate country on an individual basis. This is known as the principle of differentiation. The results of the negotiations are incorporated in a draft accession treaty, which is submitted to the Council for approval and then to the European Parliament for assent. After signature, the accession treaty will be submitted to the Member States and to the candidate country for ratification after which the candidate would become a EU Member State.
In April 2001, the negotiations with the six first applicant countries were covering 29 of the 31 acquis communautaire’ chapters while the negotiations with the six other applicant countries were covering from 10 to 23 chapters.

Information on the current status is available on the web site
 of the Enlargement Directorate-General (Enlargement DG) of the European Commission. This site also includes the “Progress Reports” regularly published by the Commission (latest publication: November 2000).

III. THE PREPARATION FOR ACCESSION:

EU FUNDING INSTRUMENTS
1. The three instruments/programmes (Phare, ISPA and SAPARD)
Presentation

There are currently three pre-accession financial aid programmes running:

· Phare, the financial accession instrument for institution building and investment support;

· ISPA, the Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession;

· SAPARD, the Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development.

These programmes cover the 10 applicant countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE). Their total budget amounts to € 3,240 million for the year 2001 (Phare: € 1,620 million, ISPA: € 1,080 million, SAPARD: € 540 million).

Phare and ISPA are at present following the decentralised ex-ante system. Under this system, decisions concerning the procurement and award of contracts are taken by the Contracting Authority
 and referred for approval to the Commission.

In the future, Phare and ISPA are likely to become decentralised with ex-post control (decisions taken by the Contracting Authority without prior reference to the Commission). SAPARD is already following this system.

Procurement process

The procurement process for Phare, ISPA and SAPARD (as well as for the other EU external aid programmes) is managed by the EuropeAid Co-operation Office of the European Commission (“EuropeAid”
), which replaces the ex-SCR (Common Service for External Relations).

Information is available on the EuropeAid web site
, which includes in particular:

· the manual of instructions governing contract procedures for all EU external aid non-EDF
 contracts,

· a practical guide to the EU external aid contract procedures and a practical guide to Phare, ISPA & SAPARD contract procedures.

Paragraph 5 (“Main contracting rules”) hereafter, gives the most relevant basic information extracted from the manual and the guides.

2.

Phare

Objectives
Since its inception in 1989, the Phare programme has developed to become the most important channel for the European Union’s financial and technical co-operation with the CEE applicant countries. Phare’s assistance takes the form of grants.

The two priorities of Phare are:

· Institution building, i.e. to prepare the candidate countries for their adoption of the acquis communautaire, by helping the administrators to acquire the capacity to this end.

· Investment support, i.e. to help the candidate countries to bring their industries and infrastructure up to EU standards by mobilising the investment required.

Phare also focuses on promoting and encouraging the participation of the CEE candidate countries in the various existing Community programmes (see chapter IV), as well as on economic and social cohesion in the CEECs.

The financing is done on a shared basis whereby Phare and the applicant country each provide part of the funds. The funds provided by Phare are therefore dependent on a determined financial participation by the candidate countries.

Sectors and Budget

Areas of special concern are those where EU norms are becoming increasingly demanding: environment, transport, industrial plant, quality standards in products, energy, nuclear safety, working conditions, competition, consumer protection, etc.

The Phare’s budgetary provisions for the period 2001/2006 are € 1620 million per year.

Implementation

The key figures running the Phare Programme in the partner countries are referred to as the National Co-ordinators and are usually a Minister or State Secretary who co-ordinates the allocation of funding between Ministries on behalf of his government.

The partner countries are responsible for preparing, implementing and monitoring Phare projects, as well as for launching tenders and awarding contracts. The Commission retains responsibility for the correct use of the funds allocated.

All addresses related to the administrations and entities concerned with the implementation of Phare and other enlargement instruments can be found in the Enlargement Address Book, which can be downloaded from the Enlargement DG web site
.

Business opportunities
The Enlargement Directorate-General (DG) is responsible for the management of Phare. General information and regulations can be found on its web site. Procurement notices related to Phare (as well as to ISPA, SAPARD and all the other EU external aid programmes) are published by the EuropeAid Office on its web site.

3.

ISPA (Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession)
Objectives

ISPA was set up on 1 January 2000 together with SAPARD as new pre-accession instruments to complement Phare and it started officially on 1 April 2000. ISPA is designed to finance investments in major
 transport and environmental infrastructure projects. The purpose of the aid is to help the candidate countries to align with Community infrastructure standards. ISPA’s assistance takes the form of grants
.

Sectors and Budget

In the field of environment, ISPA aims to help the applicant countries to comply with EU legislation (preserving, protecting and improving the quality of environment, protecting human health with a prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources) and principles (precautionary principle, preventive action, damage rectified at source and polluter-pays principle). The priority sectors are those covered by the EU “investment heavy” directives, i. e. drinking water supply, treatment of wastewater, solid-waste management and air pollution.

In the field of transport, ISPA will co-finance projects in the major road and rail corridors in the candidate countries, as well as interconnections between national networks and links to the Trans-European transport networks within the Union. The recipient countries will have to supplement the funds made available by the Commission.

A small part of the ISPA budget may also be used to fund preparatory studies and technical assistance if a clear link is shown with the projects funded by ISPA.

The ISPA budgetary provisions amount to € 1,080 million per year for the period 2001-2006.

Implementation

The recipients of ISPA assistance are the central governments of the candidate countries. Projects are to be selected and approved on the basis of the Accession Partnerships and NPAAs (see chapter II). Applications are to be submitted via the National ISPA Co-ordinator (names and addresses are available in the Enlargement Address Book: see paragraph on Phare, page 12.

Business opportunities

The ISPA programme is managed by the Regional Policy Directorate-General of the Commission. All related documents, in particular the ISPA Manual, can be found on the Regional Policy DG web site
. 

The tender opportunities and calls for proposals can be found on the EuropeAid web site (see paragraph on Phare).

4. SAPARD (Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and

Rural Development)
The SAPARD programme finances major agricultural and rural development projects and aims to help candidate countries deal with the problems of the structural adjustment in their agricultural sectors and rural areas, as well as in the implementation of the acquis communautaire concerning the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and related legislation. SAPARD is the first EU external aid programme functioning on a fully decentralised basis. The budgetary provisions amount to € 540 million per year for the period 2001-2006.

SAPARD comes under the responsibility of the Agriculture Directorate-General of the Commission. General information can be found on the Enlargement DG web site, while the Agriculture DG web site
 contains more detailed information. As for Phare and ISPA, tenders opportunities and calls for proposals are published on the EuropeAid web site.

5. Main contracting rules

A.
Basic rules governing all contracts (works, supplies and services)
Eligibility (the rule on nationality and origin)

In order to be eligible for participation in a tender under Phare, ISPA or SAPARD, a firm/organisation must have been established in accordance with the law of an EC Member State or a CEE candidate country and have its central administration/principal place of business in one of them. Companies must therefore be incorporated in one of these countries. If it only has a registered office, it will need to demonstrate effective and continuous links with that country’s economy. As to individuals, they must be nationals of these countries.

Procedures for the award of contracts

The basic principle governing the award of contracts is competitive tendering. There are different procedures for awarding contracts, each allowing for a different degree of competition.

B.
Specific rules governing service contracts

The use of procedures is dependent on the value of the contract.

Direct agreement (contract </= € 5,000)

The contracting authority may award a contract on the basis of a single quote.

Framework contracts (€ 5,000 < contract < € 200,000)

Each framework contract operates on the basis of a list of pre-selected experts approved by the Commission. In this procedure, no public announcement of a contract is required and a “request for services” is sent straight to the framework contractor responsible. He prepares an ‘‘offer for services” that details the CVs and prices of the proposed experts. In certain circumstances, the framework contractor may sub-contract to other individuals or companies that are not on the list. In such cases, the CVs are submitted to the Commission for prior approval.

Simplified procedure (€ 5,000 < contract < € 200,000)

If recourse to the framework contract is unsuccessful or not possible, the contracting authority may use the simplified procedure. Offers are invited from at least 3 selected eligible suppliers. The most economically advantageous offer, which fulfils both the technical and financial requirements, will be selected.

Restricted tender procedure (contract >/= € 200,000)
This procedure requires public announcement inviting eligible firms to express their interest in being short-listed. To this end, the firms must use the standard form for an expression of interest (available on the EuropeAid web site). According to the rules the shortlist should contain a minimum of 4 candidates and a maximum of 8. All short-listed firms invited to bid will receive a service tender dossier, containing a standard set of documents. The period of submission of tenders is 50 days. Details of the contents of the service tender dossier can be found on the EuropeAid web site.

The tenderers will then need to submit both a technical and a financial offer under the “double-envelope” system. Tenderers are first evaluated on the basis of their technical offer
, which needs to meet the necessary criteria before the financial offer can be evaluated. The offer with the best performance/price ratio will be selected, technical quality being weighted against price on an 80/20 basis.

The technical offer will need to include the project motivation, a method of work, a work plan and a time schedule. The financial offer must cover a breakdown of the budget that the tenderer deems necessary to carry out the activities described in the technical proposal.

6.

Co-financing with the international financial institutions
The European Investment Bank

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is an autonomous institution within the EU structure, financially independent from the Union’s budget. Under a division of tasks between the two EU institutions providing financial assistance in the candidate countries, the European Commission is responsible for grant aid and the EIB for loan financing. In the context of the EU pre-accession strategy, an appropriate blending of EU grants and EIB loans can generate a synergy effect and maximise the impact of the EU contribution.

EIB loans are oriented to both public and private sector projects in transport, telecommunications, industry, energy, tourism, and recently also in health and education. The EIB can provide up to 50% of the total cost of a project. Large projects (investment above € 25 million) can be financed by direct loans to project promoters or through a government or banking intermediary. Small and medium-size projects (less than € 25 million) are financed through global loans (credit lines) to selected banks in the candidate countries. 

EIB co-financing with Phare and ISPA aims in particular at introducing EU standards in the field of environmental protection, supporting the development of Trans-European Networks (TENs) for energy, telecommunications and transport, and raising the quality of life in the region with regional development projects in various sectors. An emphasis is laid on the cross-border dimension of projects.

EIB financing is demand-driven; hence requests for loans should be addressed directly to the bank. General and detailed information, in particular a booklet entitled “Lending in Central European Accession Countries”, can be found on the EIB web site
.

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Since 1999, the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and the European Commission jointly manage the SME Finance Facility, a financial instrument aimed at supporting small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the ten CEE candidate countries. The objective of this Facility is to induce banks and other selected financial intermediaries to expand and maintain in the long-term financing of SME operations. SMEs eligible for receiving loans from the selected intermediaries are those with a maximum of 250 employees. Contact points at the EBRD, the Commission and the participating local banks can be found in the Enlargement Address Book, as well as in the short “SME brochure” published on the Enlargement DG web site, in the Phare section. The total budget of the SME Finance Facility is € 200 million (Phare: € 50 million, EBRD: € 150 million).

The EBRD also manages some other own instruments in support to SMEs, such as the Trade Facilitation Programme and the Direct Investment Facility. Information is available from the EBRD (address and web site in Annex 4).

Other international financial institutions

In 1998, the European Commission signed a Memorandum of Understanding with six international financing institutions (IFIs) to reinforce  co-operation and to facilitate co-financing. These IFIs are the EBRD, the World Bank, the Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO), the Nordic Investment Bank (NIB), the International Financial Corporation (IFC, which is a member of the World Bank Group) and the Council of Europe’s Social Development Fund. As a result of this agreement, the € 150 million grants provided by Phare in 1998-1999 for investment projects in transport and environment were increased by € 750 million loans from these IFIs.

Some of these IFIs have also their own instruments and programmes oriented to CEECs:

-
The World Bank

During the last two years, 1999 and 2000, the Board of the World Bank approved the provision of loans to 30 projects in the 10 CEE candidate countries, for a total amount of US$ 1,260. The areas covered are mainly Finance, Environment, Transport, Energy, Private Sector Development, Agriculture, Urban Development, Water Supply and Sanitation, Health, Education, Social Protection. (Addresses and Internet links related to the World Bank are in Annex 4).

-
The Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO)
NEFCO is a risk capital institution financing environmental projects in Central and Eastern Europe. Established in 1990 by five Nordic countries
, NEFCO aims to facilitate the implementation of environmentally beneficial projects in the neighbouring region, with cross-border effects. Priority is given to Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Northwest Russia. (Addresses and links are in Annex 4).

IV. PARTICIPATION OF CEE COUNTRIES in EU EXTERNAL AID PROGRAMMES, COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES AND COMMUNITY AGENCIES

1.

Introduction
Opportunities for the 10 CEE candidate countries to take part in the various EU activities can be divided in the three following types of activity:

-
EU external aid programmes, i.e. programmes whose beneficiaries are non-EU countries, such as the three already mentioned programmes devoted to the CEECs (Phare, ISPA and SAPARD) but also programmes as Tacis, directed to former republics of Soviet Union, or Cards/Obnova, directed to the Balkans’ countries.

-
Community programmes, which are programmes aiming to promote co-operation between the EU Member States in different specific fields related to Community policies (Environment, Energy, Transport, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises, Education, etc.). These programmes have been conceived, in principle, exclusively for Member States, which are consequently the beneficiaries of them.

-
Community agencies, which are public authorities set up under European law to fulfil technical, scientific or management tasks in specified areas (Environment, Vocational Training, Working Conditions, etc.). Community agencies are distinct from the Community Institutions (Commission, Parliament, Council, etc.) and enjoy legal personality.

Although Community programmes and agencies are restricted, in principle, to Member States, some of them are also opened to the CEECs, with a view to familiarise these countries with the acquis communautaire. The situation is summarised under paragraphs 2, 3 and 4.

2.

EU external aid programmes
A.
Tacis

Launched by the European Commission in 1991, the Tacis Programme aims to support the process of transition to market economies and democratic societies in 13 countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia
. Tacis provides in particular technical assistance to build durable capabilities in government and industry, mainly through transfer of know-how and expertise. Tacis’ assistance takes the form of grants to the public and private sector in the 13 concerned countries. The budget is around € 3,000 million for 2000-2006.

Since 2000, participation in invitations to tender and contracts is fully open to firms and persons in the 15 EU Member States, in the 13 recipient States of Tacis, as well as in countries benefiting from the Phare programme, i.e. the 10 CEE candidate countries.

The External Relations Directorate-General of the Commission is responsible for the Tacis Programme and provides general information. Tender opportunities and calls for proposals are published on the EuropeAid web site (see paragraph on Phare). (Useful addresses and Internet links are in Annex 4).

B.
Phare and Tacis Nuclear Safety Programmes

Nuclear safety is a sensitive and important issue. To implement the EU’s strategy for improving nuclear safety in Central Europe and the New Independent States (NIS), the Commission develops specific assistance projects as part of Phare (in CEECs) and of Tacis (in NIS). EuropeAid is responsible for the management of these programmes. The rules for contracts in the field of nuclear safety are available on the EuropeAid web site.

C.
South Eastern Europe Programmes

1.
The Stabilisation Process

The European Union is strongly committed to the stabilisation and development of South Eastern Europe. The key element of its strategy in this region is the Stabilisation and Association Process, which concerns five countries: Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). Between 1991 and 1999, the EU has provided around € 4.5 billion to these countries. A booklet untitled “The European Union and South Eastern Europe” is available on the External Relations DG web site.

2.
The EU and Kosovo

A specific part of this strategy is oriented to Kosovo, where the EU’s presence takes three major forms: emergency assistance by ECHO (the EC Humanitarian Aid Office), reconstruction assistance by the European Agency for Reconstruction, and revitalising economic activity in Kosovo. On this last issue, the EU acts as the European pillar of the United Nations Interim Administration in Kosovo (UNMIK). Tender opportunities and calls for proposal of the European Agency for Reconstruction can be found on the EuropeAid web site, under “TAFKO” (EC Task Force for the Reconstruction of Kosovo). The World Bank and the European Commission developed a joint web site on “Economic Reconstruction and Development in South East Europe” (http://www.seerecon.org).

3.
Western Balkans

In December 2000, the European Council approved a Regulation, which establishes a single legal framework for the assistance given by the Union to the Western Balkans. The various aid instruments (OBNOVA and Phare) are replaced by CARDS, a single programme for Assistance, Reconstruction, Development and Stabilisation in the region
.

The European Agency for Reconstruction is responsible for the implementation of CARDS. The financial reference amount for the period 2000 to 2006 is € 4,650 million.

The main priorities for CARDS funding are:

· Regional co-operation and cross-border projects.

· Rebuilding of infrastructure and other individual or collective facilities.

· Consolidation of democracy and civil society

· Development of the private sector, notably small business and the promotion of investment.

Participation in invitations to tender and contracts under CARDS is open on equal terms to firms/persons of the following countries: the 15 EU Member States, the 5 recipient States under the CARDS Regulation and the candidate countries for accession to the European Union.

Tender opportunities and calls for proposals can be found on the EuropeAid web site, under the title “OBNOVA”. General information is available on the External Relations DG website. Useful addresses and Internet links are in Annex 4.

D.
Other EU external aid programmes

The EU external aid programmes devoted to the other regions of the world, such as MEDA (Mediterranean and Middle East countries), ALA (Asian an Latin American developing countries), EDF (European Development Fund, oriented to the ACP
 countries), are not open at present to the participation of firms/persons of the CEECs.

3.

Community programmes
A.
Introduction

The Commission’s Communication “Agenda 2000” (July 1997), endorsed by the European Council (Luxembourg, December 1997), established the principle of the progressive opening-up of a broad range of Community programmes to the candidate countries.

The possibility of such participation is part of the Pre-Accession Strategy towards the CEECs and one of the intermediate objectives of accession. The aim is to prepare the candidate countries for adoption of the acquis, by familiarising them with the EU policies, instruments and working methods.

The legal basis of the participation of a given candidate country in the Community programmes is provided by the Europe Agreements. The terms and conditions of the participation in each programme are decided on case-by-case basis by the Association Council, the bilateral body set up to monitor the implementation of each Europe Agreement. In the future, the decision should be taken through a single framework agreement for each candidate country.

The participation in Community programmes requires that each participating candidate country would make a steadily increasing financial contribution. In most cases, this cost may be co-financed by Phare.

The concerned programmes cover various fields of the EU policies, in particular Environment, Energy, Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs), Research, Education, Vocational Training, Youth, Culture and Social Policy. The following paragraphs give an overview of the main opportunities.

B.
Environment

1.
The 6th Environment Action Programme (2001-2010)

Since the 1970’s, the EU environmental policy is implemented through successive “’Environment Action Programmes” (EAPs). The Fifth EAP came to an end in 2000 and will be followed by the Sixth Environment Action Programme of the European Community 2001-2010. The 6th EAP, prepared by the Commission, was transmitted to the European Parliament and the Council in January 2001. The adoption is expected in the course of 2001. The programme identifies four priority areas: Climate Change, Nature and Bio-diversity, Environment and Health, Natural Resources and Waste.

The proposed 6th EAP emphasises that “the full implementation of the Community’s environment and health standards is the main task for the Candidate Countries” and that “Community financing will be made available to help, particularly in the implementation of costly directives, for instance on wastewater treatment facilities”. The proposed action in the CEECs stands on two pillars: extended dialogue with the administrations on sustainable development, and co-operation with environmental NGOs and businesses to raise awareness.

2.
LIFE

LIFE is a financial instrument providing co-financing (maximum 50% of the eligible costs) for projects in three areas: Environment, Nature and Third Countries. LIFE-Environment aims to support in particular innovative and demonstration actions for industry, as well as technical assistance to local authorities. LIFE-Nature is oriented to the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora. LIFE-Third Countries supports technical assistance and demonstration actions to promote sustainable development in the concerned countries. The running programme LIFE III (2001-2004) has a budget of € 640 million of which 47% for LIFE-Environment, 47% for LIFE-Nature and 6% for LIFE-Third Countries.

LIFE-Nature and LIFE-Environment are open to the 15 EU Member States and to the applicant CEECs on the condition that they agree to support financially their participation. For the current exercise (2000-2001), the condition is fulfilled by Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Romania and Slovenia. The remaining applicant CEECs may decide to participate in the future. For LIFE-Third Countries, the current eligible countries are some South Eastern Europe countries (Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia), the Baltic shoreline of Russia (Kaliningrad and St. Petersburg regions), as well as various Mediterranean countries.

Participation in LIFE is open to all legal entities: individuals, industrial and commercial firms, local authorities, etc. Project proposals are transmitted to the Commission by the national authorities. The contact point in each country is the Ministry of Environment. In the Commission, LIFE is managed by the Environment Directorate-General (address and web site in Annex 4).

C.
Energy
The Directorate-General for Energy and Transport (DG TREN) manages ALTENER
, a programme focused on renewable energy sources and SAVE
, a programme for the promotion of energy efficiency. Projects submitted by CEECs must include at least two partners from different EU or EEA
 Member States. In 2001, SAVE is open to the participation of 9 CEE candidate countries (the ten, except for Estonia). Details on the participation of candidate countries in ALTENER can be obtained from the Commission. SAVE and ALTENER are open to both private and public sector. Useful addresses and Internet links are in Annex 4.

DG TREN also manages the programme SURE
, which is specifically oriented to the nuclear sector and includes three components: Transport of Radioactive Materials, Industrial Co-operation in the Nuclear Sector with Russia and Ukraine, Training of Safeguards Inspectors from the CEECs and the New Independent States (NIS). This programme is open to both the private and public sector in the EU and the applicant countries. DG TREN publishes an annual call for proposals in the Official Journal. To be eligible, a proposal must be submitted by at least two entities, one of them belonging to a Member State. The contact point is DG TREN (address and web site in Annex 4).

D.
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs)

1. Information and support networks

The Commission created in 1987 the Euro Info Centre (EIC) network, of which the objectives are to inform, advise and assist European enterprises in all EU related questions. The EIC network acts as an interface between the enterprises and the European Institutions. In particular, it can assist SMEs to access EU programmes and initiatives, and to find partners. There are about 280 EICs located in 37 European and Mediterranean countries, of which about 50 EICs in the 10 applicant CEECs. 

Their addresses and web sites can be found on the web site of the Enterprise Directorate-General of the Commission, which manages the EIC network (http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/networks/eic/eic.html).

Another European network devoted to assist SMEs was created in 1995: the Innovation Relay Centre (IRC) network. The IRC network aims to enhance European business competitiveness by strengthening the technology and innovation base of SMEs. It provides support to local companies for transnational technology transfer and for the exploitation of results of European Research, Technological Development and Demonstration (RTD) projects. The IRC network consists of about 70 centres in 30 countries, including the 15 EU Member States and the 10 applicant CEECs. The directory of IRCs can be consulted on the web site of CORDIS, the Community Research and Development Information Service (http://www.cordis.lu/irc/home.html).

The European Business and Innovation Centres (BICs), created at the initiative of the Commission in the 1980s, are regional structures providing support to innovative SMEs and entrepreneurs. The goal is to promote the creation of innovative new enterprises, as well as the modernisation and diversification within existing enterprises. The BICs act in a perspective of regional economic development. They aim in particular to encourage Business to Business (B2B) contacts. For the 2000-2006 period, the BIC instrument is integrated into the Structural Funds, managed by the Regional Policy Directorate-General of the Commission (DG REGIO). The BIC Guide, published in June 2000, is available on Inforegio (http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int), a web site linked to DG REGIO. The networking activities are co-ordinated by the European Business and Innovation Centres Network (EBN), an international non-profit association created by the Commission to this end. The Directory of the 150 BICs in 21 European countries (of which 4 CEECs: Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia) can be found on the web site of EBN (http://www.ebn.be/src/bic.htm).

A fourth Commission’s initiative for enterprises, in particular SMEs, can be mentioned: “Dialogue with Business” (http://europa.eu.int/business/). It is an “Internet Shop” bringing together useful data, information and advice from many sources. This service covers a number of key issues for the enterprises, such as technical harmonisation, public procurement, funding opportunities for business, intellectual property rights, social security, etc. 

2.
Programmes and Facilities

The “Innovation and SME Programme” aims to promote the “innovation culture” in Europe, to improve the diffusion of new technologies, and to encourage the emergence of new economic activities. This programme stands at the crossroads of the Community’s policies on Research, Innovation and SMEs. It supports in particular European SMEs to participate in the Fifth Framework Programme (FP5), which comprises all Community activities in the field of research and technological development for the period 1998-2002. The Innovation and SME Programme is open to SMEs (fewer than 250 employees) of the 15 EU Member States, the 10 applicant CEECs and some other European and Mediterranean countries. All related information, including a brochure “SME Specific Measures”, can be found on the web site of CORDIS (SME page: http://www.cordis.lu/sme/home.html) or at the SME National Contact Points (NCPs). A directory of the NCPs is available at http://www.cordis.lu/sme/src/sme-ncps.htm.
The SME Finance Facility, which is a joint initiative of the European Commission and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), aims to encourage financial intermediaries in the applicant CEECs to extend and maintain over the long term their loans to and capital investments in SMEs. This Facility is described under the paragraph III.5 – title “EBRD” of the present guide. Contact points are the Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs of the Commission and the EBRD. For addresses and links see Annex 4.

E.

Research and Technological Development
The Fifth Framework Programme of the European Community for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration (RTD) Activities covers all the RTD activities of the EU for the period 1998-2002. It is open to all legal entities involved in research and in the dissemination or use of research results, such as industrial and commercial firms (including SMEs), research bodies, technology dissemination bodies, universities and individuals. Entities from the 10 candidate CEECs can participate and be funded with the same rights and responsibilities as partners from EU Member States. Proposals submitted to the Commission must in general involve at least two entities, from two different countries. A brochure “Participating in the European Research Programmes” can be found on the web site
 of the Research Directorate-General of the Commission.

Calls for proposals and calls for tenders are published in the Official Journal of the European Communities, or “OJ”
. The CORDIS web site
 publishes most of the relevant information documents and official forms, as well as calls for proposals, calls for expressions of interest and calls for tenders.

The Fifth Framework Programme (FP5) is structured on the basis of the following four thematic (1-4) and three horizontal (5-7) programmes:

1. Competitive and sustainable growth: innovative products, processes and organisation; new materials and production technologies; sustainable mobility and inter-modality; etc.
2. Energy, environment and sustainable development: quality of water; “the city of tomorrow”; clean energy systems; renewable energy sources; economic and efficient energy; nuclear energy; etc.

3. Quality of life and management of living resources: environment and health; integrated development of rural areas; genetic research; etc.
4. Information society technologies: systems and services for the citizen; new methods of work and electronic commerce; multimedia contents and tools; essential technologies and infrastructures.
5. Innovation and encouragement of participation of SMEs: the “Innovation and SME Programme” is described here above (paragraph IV.3.D.2).

6. Confirming the international role of Community research: co-operation programme focused on specific RTD activities relevant to certain third countries (i.e. non EU Member States and non Candidate Countries).

7. Improving human research potential and the socio-economic knowledge base: training and mobility of researchers; access to research infrastructures; promotion of scientific and technological excellence; etc.
A directory of the National Contact Points for each of these seven programmes can be found on the CORDIS web site
. 

F.

Other areas

The spectrum of the Community programmes also covers other areas. The following areas and programmes are given as possible relevant information.

1.
Regional policies

INTERREG is a Community initiative aiming to stimulate interregional co-operation and strengthen economic and social cohesion throughout the EU. Special emphasis is placed on integrating EU regions sharing external borders with the candidate countries. This programme is open in particular to public and private bodies involved in cross-border development. The programme itself finances only entities of the EU Member States, but entities of other countries may participate through Phare, ISPA, SAPARD, Tacis and MEDA. Information can be found on the Inforegio web site (see Annex 4) and in the local Euro Info Centres (see Annex 4).

2.
Vocational training, Education, Youth and Culture

The Directorate-General for Education and Culture manages various programmes, such as:

· LEONARDO DA VINCI
 (LDV), a European action programme for co-operation in the field of vocational training. LDV supports trans-national initiatives, in particular networks, for promoting the knowledge, aptitudes and skills necessary for successful integration into working life. LDV is open to all public and private entities involved in vocational training schemes, including companies, in the 15 EU Member States and in the 10 CEE candidate countries.

· TEMPUS
, a trans-European co-operation programme, of which the beneficiaries are Universities and other higher-education institutes. Tempus aims in particular to support the restructuring of higher education in the countries of South-East Europe, as well as in the new Independent States (NIS) of the former Soviet Union and Mongolia. Institutions in the 10 CEECs may also participate in Tempus projects, but need to finance their participation.

The web site
 of the Education & Culture DG provides information on these programmes, as well as on other programmes such as: YOUTH, a programme aimed to encourage a spirit of initiative and enterprise of young people (15-25 years) by promoting exchanges and mobility in 30 European countries; SOCRATES, aiming to promote an improvement in knowledge of the languages of the European Union and to encourage innovation in teaching practices and materials, by supporting in particular the use of information and communication technologies in the education field ; CULTURE 2000, a cultural co-operation programme including various types of action, such as conservation/restoration projects of the architectural European heritage.

3.
Public Health

Some of the Commission’s Public Health action programmes (e.g. Health Promotion and Education Programme) are already open to the candidate countries.

4.
Social Policy

The Special Preparatory Programme for the European Social Fund (SPP-ESF), acting in the context of the Phare-package, organises training activities in the field of employment policy. These activities are open to key officials of ministries of labour and education in the candidate countries. Information can be found on the web site of the DG “Employment and Social Affairs” of the Commission
, as well as on the site of the European Training Foundation
, which implements the programme.

4.

Community agencies

The Community agencies are autonomous bodies set up by a Council Regulation either to provide sector expertise and standard technical information both to the Union and to the Member States or to perform definite functions in a specific sector. In January 2001, there are twelve Community agencies, including the European Environment Agency, the Office for Harmonisation in the Internal Market (trademarks and designs), the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work, the European Agency for Reconstruction (for the Balkans’ countries), etc.

In January 2001, the Commission adopted a series of proposals which will enable the 13 Candidate Countries (the 10 CEECs, Cyprus, Malta and Turkey) to join the European Environment Agency (EEA) already before their accession. The Candidate Countries will start joining the EEA gradually during 2001, upon ratification of the relevant agreements. This participation will permit the Candidate Countries to benefit of EEA assistance in implementing the EU environmental laws, as well as in establishing and operating environment monitoring systems. Information on EEA can be found at http://www.eea.eu.int.

Preparations for participation in other Community agencies are under way.

The European Agency for Reconstruction (http://www.ear.eu.int/) plays an important role in the context of the reconstruction process in the Balkans.

The Agency is also responsible for the implementation of the Programme for Reconstruction and Recovery in Kosovo, which is jointly drawn up by the European Commission and the World Bank (information: http://www.ear.eu.int/begin.htm).
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Annex 1

EFCA

The European Federation of Engineering Consultancy Associations (EFCA) is a Brussels-based European Federation whose role is to represent and promote the professional interests of engineering consultants across Europe. EFCA is a non-profit making and independent professional organisation, which acts as a platform and representative body for all its member associations.

To date (May 2001), EFCA comprises 22 national associations from 21 European countries
, representing over 8,500 firms, which currently employ about 210,000 staff. These firms provide mainly engineering consultancy services on the competitive market. Their activity consists of studying, conceiving, and carrying out construction, and the design of equipment. These activities represent, by far, more than half of the € 1,500 billion European annual investments in construction and equipment. In Europe this activity involves almost 650,000 highly qualified people and generates a turnover of € 70 billion.

EFCA was founded in May 1992. It is a merger between the former CEBI (Comité Européen des Bureaux d'Ingénierie) and CEDIC (Comité Européen des Ingénieurs-Conseils) and is now the sole European federation representing engineering consultancy and related services. All its members comply with its Code of Conduct, which governs the performance and quality of service offered by affiliated firms.

Acting as the “voice” of engineering consultants in the EU, EFCA offers assistance to the European institutions so that directives and regulations affecting the work of engineering consultancy services are fair to both the profession and to society as a whole.

EFCA equally represents the interest of its members to lending agencies such as the World Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction & Development and to other institutions and organisations in and outside Europe.

EFCA works to secure:

-
Appropriate legislation

-
Fair business conditions

-
Workable selection and award procedures

· Adequate information

· Proper publicity for the industry.

Annex 2

The 31 chapters of the Acquis communautaire
1. Free movement of goods

2. Freedom of movement for persons

3. Freedom to provide services

4. Free movement of capital

5. Company law

6. Competition policy

7. Agriculture

8. Fisheries

9. Transport policy

10. Taxation

11. Economic and Monetary Union

12. Statistics

13. Social policy and employment

14. Energy

15. Industrial policy

16. Small and medium-sized enterprises

17. Science and Research

18. Education and Training

19. Telecommunications and Information Technologies

20. Culture and audio-visual policy

21. Regional policy and co-ordination of structural instruments

22. Environment

23. Consumers and health protection

24. Co-operation in the fields of justice and home affairs

25. Customs Union

26. External relations

27. Common Foreign and Security Policy

28. Financial control

29. Financial and budgetary provisions

30. Institutions

31. Other

Annex 3

Statistical data / Key figures
Most of the following data were compiled by EUROSTAT, the Statistical Office of the European Communities, on the basis of the national data provided by the Statistical Offices of the respective Candidate Countries. The other sources (World Bank, EBRD, EIB, European Commission) are also specified.

Area and population, 1999

	
	Area

(x 1000 km²)
	Population

(x 1 million)
	Density

(popul./km²)
	Average annual population growth (%)

	
	
	
	
	1980-1998
	1998-2015

	Bulgaria
	111
	8.3
	75
	-0.4
	-0.7

	Czech Rep.
	79
	10.3
	130
	0.0
	-0.2

	Estonia
	45
	1.4
	31
	-0.1
	-0.5

	Hungary
	93
	10.1
	109
	-0.3
	-0.4

	Latvia
	65
	2.4
	37
	-0.2
	-0.8

	Lithuania
	65
	3.7
	57
	0.5
	-0.1

	Poland
	313
	38.7
	124
	0.5
	0.0

	Romania
	238
	22.5
	94
	0.1
	-0.3

	Slovakia
	49
	5.4
	110
	0.4
	0.1

	Slovenia
	20
	2.0
	100
	0.2
	-0.2

	TOT CEECs
	1 078

(34% of EU-15)
	104.8

(28% of EU-15)
	97
	---
	---

	Cyprus
	9
	0.7
	78
	---
	---

	Malta
	0.3
	0.4
	1 333
	---
	---

	Turkey
	775
	64.3
	83
	2.0
	1.2

	EU-15
	3 191
	376.9
	118
	0.3
	-0.1


Sources: EUROSTAT and World Bank

Comment: Enlargement to the CEECs will generate a significant increase of both EU area and population.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP), 1999

	
	GDP in Euro
(x 1000 Million €)
	GDP in PPS (1)

(x 1000 Million PPS)
	GDP per head in Euro
	GDP per head in PPS
	GDP per head in PPS

(EU-15 = 100)
	Annual growth 1999

(in %)
	Annual growth 2000

(in %)

estimates

	Bulgaria
	11.6
	40.6
	1 398
	5 000
	23
	2.4
	5.4

	Czech Rep.
	49.7
	127.5
	4 825
	12 400
	59
	-0.8
	3.1

	Estonia
	4.8
	11.1
	3 429
	7 700
	36
	-1.1
	6.6

	Hungary
	45.2
	107.7
	4 475
	10 700
	51
	4.5
	5.3

	Latvia
	6.2
	14.2
	2 583
	5 800
	28
	1.1
	5.7

	Lithuania
	10.0
	22.8
	2 703
	6 200
	29
	-4.2
	2.9

	Poland
	145.6
	317.6
	3 762
	8 200
	39
	4.1
	4.2

	Romania
	31.9
	127.4
	1 418
	5 700
	27
	-3.2
	1.6

	Slovakia
	18.5
	55.4
	3 426
	10 300
	48
	1.9
	2.2

	Slovenia
	18.7
	29.7
	9 350
	14 900
	71
	4.9
	4.5

	TOT CEECs
	342.2

(4.3% of EU-15)
	854

(10.7% of EU-15)
	3 265

(15.4% of EU-15)
	8 149

(38.4 % of EU-15)
	38
	2.2
	4.0

	Cyprus
	8.5
	11.5
	12 143
	17 300
	82
	4.5
	4.8

	Malta
	3.4
	4.3
	8 500
	11 100
	52
	4.0
	4.1

	Turkey
	173.1
	392.9
	2 692
	6 100
	29
	-5.0
	5.8

	EU-15
	7 989.5
	7 989.5
	21 200
	21 200
	100
	2.5
	3.4


Sources: EUROSTAT and European Commission (Economic Forecasts, Spring 2001)

GDP: figures at current prices and current exchange rates.

Growth: figures based on GDP at constant prices in national currency.

(1): PPS = Purchasing Power Standards: artificial currency which enables correct comparison of volume of goods and services produced by different countries.

Comments:
· Important differences in GDP can be observed between the CEECs.

· The impact of enlargement, in terms of EU total GDP, will be rather limited.

Structure of GDP, industrial growth, services growth – 1998

	
	Gross value added by sector (in %)
	Industrial production
	Services

	
	Agriculture
	Industry & Construction
	Services
	Industrial production index

(1995=100)
	Industrial production growth in 1998 (in %)
	Average annual growth

1990-98

(in %)

	Bulgaria
	21.1
	28.7
	50.2
	82.6
	-12.7
	-2.0

	Czech Rep.
	4.5
	41.8
	53.7
	108.3
	1.6
	1.1

	Estonia
	6.2
	26.3
	67.5
	120.0
	1.8
	0.7

	Hungary
	5.9
	32.7
	61.4
	129.4
	12.6
	0.6

	Latvia
	4.7
	29.5
	65.8
	123.8
	3.1
	1.3

	Lithuania
	10.1
	31.5
	58.4
	116.1
	7.0
	-0.4

	Poland
	4.8
	36.5
	58.7
	127.0
	4.8
	---

	Romania
	17.6
	40.7
	41.7
	85.8
	-17.0
	-0.5

	Slovakia
	4.6
	33.3
	62.1
	109.1
	3.6
	8.0

	Slovenia
	3.9
	37.7
	58.4
	105.8
	3.7
	3.8

	Cyprus
	4.6
	21.9
	73.5
	99.4
	2.8
	---

	Malta
	2.8
	27.5
	69.7
	103.7
	0.7
	---

	Turkey
	16.1
	27.4
	56.5
	86.8
	1.3
	4.3

	EU-15
	2.3
	30.7
	67.0
	107.2
	3.3
	1.0


Sources: EUROSTAT and World Bank

Comments:
· The respective parts of agriculture, industry and services are very varied from one candidate country to another.

· The agriculture part is significantly more important in the CEECs than in EU-15, whilst the services part is significantly less important in most of the CEECs.

External trade / Trade with EU 

	
	Trade balance
	Trade with EU (1999)

	
	Ratio exports/ imports

(in %)

(1999)
	Trade balance 

in % 

of GDP


	Trade balance

in € mio

(1998)
	Exports

to EU

in %

of total exports
	Imports

from EU

in %

of total

imports
	Balance of the countries with EU

(€ mio)

	
	
	1998
	1999
	2000

(estim.)
	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	72.5
	-5.5
	-8.4
	-8.8
	-607
	52.6
	48.6
	-424

	Czech Rep.
	93.0
	-4.4
	-5.4
	-7.2
	-2 198
	69.2
	64.0
	-1 482

	Estonia
	68.3
	-29.9
	-17.2
	-13.3
	-1 376
	72.7
	65.0
	-531

	Hungary
	89.3
	-5.7
	-2.1
	-2.8
	-2 409
	76.2
	64.4
	-1 270

	Latvia
	58.4
	-21.6
	-15.3
	-15.6
	-1 232
	62.5
	54.5
	-244

	Lithuania
	62.1
	-19.6
	-13.2
	-10.4
	-1 858
	50.1
	49.7
	-481

	Poland
	59.6
	-11.9
	-7.7
	-7.2
	-16 792
	70.5
	64.9
	-11 357

	Romania
	81.8
	-9.3
	-3.2
	-3.9
	-3 154
	65.5
	60.4
	-536

	Slovakia
	90.2
	-11.3
	-5.6
	-4.8
	-2 045
	59.4
	51.7
	+500

	Slovenia
	85.8
	-5.4
	-6.4
	-6.0
	-936
	66.0
	68.6
	-1 545

	TOT CEECs
	---
	---
	-6.5
	-6.5
	---
	---
	---
	---

	Cyprus
	13.2
	-29.1
	-26.2
	-29.5
	-2 354
	50.7
	57.3
	-1 748

	Malta
	69.6
	-23.9
	-15.9
	-16.2
	-742
	48.7
	65.4
	-1 221

	Turkey
	65.3
	-9.3
	-5.7
	-6.7
	-16 359
	52.6
	53.9
	-5 484

	EU-15
	102.9
	+0.25
	+0.24
	-1.0
	+19 200
	
	
	


Sources: EUROSTAT and European Commission (Economic Forecasts, Spring 2001)

Comments:

· All the candidate countries are net-importers.

· EU is a privileged trade partner for these countries.

· Except Slovakia, the candidate countries were net-importers from EU in 1999.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and EU share in total FDI

	
	Total Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
	EU Direct Investment

	
	Total FDI

1989-1998

(€ mio)
	Total FDI per head

1989-1998

(€)
	Total FDI

 in 1998

(€ mio)
	Total FDI per head in 1998

(€ mio)
	EU share in FDI by EU+USA+

Japan

(1989-1998)

(in %)
	EU FDI stocks

held in the economy at end of 1997

(€ mio)

	Bulgaria
	1 147
	138
	325
	39
	84
	347

	Czech Rep.
	8 396
	863
	2 230
	217
	78
	7 669

	Estonia
	1 224
	844
	504
	348
	62
	399

	Hungary
	14 902
	1 473
	1 517
	150
	80
	8 120

	Latvia
	1 413
	565
	178
	71
	88
	177

	Lithuania
	1 394
	376
	847
	229
	58
	390

	Poland
	13 439
	347
	5 888
	153
	75
	7 165

	Romania
	4 023
	178
	1 820
	80
	90
	748

	Slovakia
	1 137
	210
	223
	41
	82
	1 290

	Slovenia
	1 062
	531
	137
	69
	100
	809


Sources: EUROSTAT and EBRD

Comments:

· The figures of FDI in 1998, compared to the whole period 1989-1998, show a pronounced trend to increasing.

· European Union is, by far, the first foreign investor in the CEECs.

Inflation, prices, national currency, public deficit, unemployment

	
	Inflation rate

(%)


	Consumer price index

1998

(1995=100)
	Evolution of national currency against Euro

1998

(1995=100)
	General government deficit, or surplus

(% of GDP)
	Unemploy-ment rate

(% of civilian labour force)



	
	1999
	2000

estimates
	
	
	1999
	2000

estim.
	1999
	2000

estim.

	Bulgaria
	0.3
	10.1
	3.224.4
	4.5
	-1.0
	-1.0
	17.0
	17.8

	Czech Rep.
	2.1
	3.9
	130.7
	95.5
	-1.8
	-4.9
	9.5
	8.8

	Estonia
	3.3
	4.1
	151.3
	95.2
	-4.7
	-0.7
	12.3
	13.7

	Hungary
	10.0
	9.8
	167.0
	68.4
	-3.7
	-3.5
	7.0
	6.4

	Latvia
	2.3
	2.6
	133.4
	104.4
	-4.0
	-2.8
	13.5
	13.2

	Lithuania
	0.8
	1.0
	142.7
	116.7
	-5.7
	-3.2
	8.3
	11.4

	Poland
	7.3
	10.1
	154.0
	80.9
	-3.2
	-3.2
	15.3
	16.0

	Romania
	45.8
	49.0
	578.4
	26.7
	-3.8
	-3.7
	6.8
	7.2

	Slovakia
	10.7
	12.0
	119.8
	98.3
	-3.4
	-5.1
	17.1
	18.6

	Slovenia
	6.2
	8.9
	128.6
	83.3
	-0.7
	-1.7
	7.6
	7.2

	TOT CEECs
	11.5
	12.9
	---
	---
	-3.1
	-3.4
	11.7
	12.1

	Cyprus
	1.5
	4.3
	109.0
	102.5
	-4.1
	-3.6
	3.8
	3.4

	Malta
	1.9
	2.6
	108.2
	106.1
	-8.5
	-6.5
	5.3
	4.8

	Turkey
	64.9
	54.9
	618.4
	0.2
	-12.3
	-4.3
	9.0
	8.8

	EU-15
	1.2
	2.1
	105.4
	
	-0.6
	+1.2
	10.8
	8.3


Sources: EUROSTAT and European Commission (Economic Forecasts, Spring 2001)

Comments:
· The situation is very varied from one country to another.

· The inflation rate of most of the candidate countries is largely above the EU average, but the general trend is decrease-oriented.

· The unemployment rate remains above 10% in most of the CEECs.

Life expectancy, infrastructure, standard of living
	
	Life expex-tancy

(Men/

Women)

1998
	Infrastructure, standard of living/environment.

Development of information technology

	
	
	Length of motor-ways

(km)

1998
	Railway network

(km per 1000 km²)

1998
	Number of cars

(per 1000 inhabi-tants)

1998
	Emis-sions of C0²

(tons per head)

1998
	Personal Computers (PCs)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Number of PCs

(per 1000 inhabi-tants)

1999
	Growth of number of PCs

(%)

1999/98

	Bulgaria
	67.1/74.3
	319
	38.7
	219
	7.5
	27
	10.0

	Czech Rep.
	71.1/78.1
	498
	120.0
	358
	12.9
	107
	10.0

	Estonia
	64.8/76.0
	74
	22.5
	312
	14.6
	135
	18.2

	Hungary
	66.4/75.1
	448
	83.0
	220
	6.3
	74
	13.6

	Latvia
	63.8/74.9
	37
	4.4
	198
	---
	82
	33.3

	Lithuania
	65.9/76.8
	417
	40.0
	265
	5.1
	59
	10.0

	Poland
	68.9/77.3
	268
	74.0
	230
	9.7
	62
	26.3

	Romania
	65.5/73.3
	113
	46.2
	110
	4.7
	27
	25.0

	Slovakia
	68.6/76.7
	288
	75.0
	222
	8.4
	74
	14.3

	Slovenia
	71.1/78.7
	249
	59.0
	402
	7.8
	253
	19.0

	TOT CEECs
	---/---
	2 711
	59.8
	304
	8.2
	63
	19.2

	Cyprus
	75.0/80.0
	204
	---
	375
	---
	---
	---

	Malta
	74.4/80.1
	157
	---
	634
	---
	---
	---

	Turkey
	66.5/71.2
	1 726
	11.1
	61
	---
	---
	---

	EU-15
	74.0/80.5
	46 845
	48.4
	447
	8.2
	248
	10.4


Source: EUROSTAT

European aid - International aid

	
	EU Programmes/ Instruments (in € million)
	EIB loans

2000

(2)

(€ mio)
	EBRD loans

1999 

(3)
(€ mio)
	World Bank loans

1998/

2000 (4)

(3 years)

($ mio)

	
	Indicative annual allocation

2000
	Average annual alloca-tion from PHARE

1995/99
	
	
	

	
	PHARE


	SAPARD


	ISPA


	TOT.

	
	
	
	

	Bulgaria
	100
	52
	104
	256
	83
	160
	126
	413

	Czech Rep.
	79
	22
	70
	171
	69
	385
	227
	

	Estonia
	24
	12
	29
	65
	24
	42
	21
	25

	Hungary
	96
	38
	89
	223
	96
	240
	109
	332

	Latvia
	30
	22
	47
	99
	30
	10
	24
	118

	Lithuania
	42
	30
	52
	124
	42
	10
	91
	175

	Poland
	398
	169
	348
	915
	203
	941
	272
	965

	Romania
	242
	151
	239
	632
	110
	853
	66
	569

	Slovakia
	49
	18
	47
	114
	48
	242
	76
	

	Slovenia
	25
	6
	15
	46
	25
	65
	50
	25

	Other (1)
	492
	0
	0
	492
	0
	---
	---
	---

	TOTAL
	1 577
	530
	1 040
	3 147
	730
	2 948
	1 062
	2 622


Sources:  European Commission, European Investment Bank (EIB), World Bank and

European Bank for Reconstruction & Development (EBRD)

(1): including in particular Cross Border Co-operation
(2): committed in 1998

(3): signed in 1999

(4): 1998: committed ; 1999 and 2000: approved

Annex 4

Useful contacts, addresses and Internet links
How to contact the European Institutions

The “Europa” Server: the portal site of the European Union provides an access to the web sites of each EU Institution (Commission, Parliament, Council, etc.), European legislation, up-to-date information on the EU activities, and various EU-related databases and Internet links. http://europa.eu.int/
IDEA: the Electronic Directory of the European Institutions provides names, addresses and phone numbers of EU officials and services. http://europa.eu.int/idea/en/index.htm
European Commission: http://europa.eu.int/comm/index_en.htm
Mail: Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat, 200 ; B-1049 Brussels; Belgium

Tel.: +32.2.299 11 11 (central)

+32.2.29 + extension (for extensions, consult IDEA)

E-mail: Address format: Firstname.Lastname@cec.eu.int
or via the address information service: address-information@cec.eu.int

European Parliament: http://www.europarl.eu.int/home/default_en.htm
Mail: Rue Wiertz/Wiertzstraat; B.P. 1047; B-1047 Brussels; Belgium

Tel.: +32.2.284 21 11

    +32.2.284 + extension (for extensions, consult IDEA)

Fax: +32.2.284 90 75 or +32.2.284 90 77

E-mail: Address format (“i” is the initial of the first name): ilastname@europarl.eu.int
Council of the European Union: http://ue.eu.int/en/summ.htm
Mail: Rue de la Loi/Wetstraat, 175; B-1048 Brussels; Belgium

Tel.: +32.2.285 61 11

Fax: +32.2.285 73 97 or +32.2.285 73 81

European Investment Bank: http://eib.eu.int/
Mail: 100, boulevard Konrad Adenauer; L - 2950 Luxembourg

Tel.:  +352.43 79 1

Fax:: +352.43 77 04

Information:  Barbara Simonelli, Tel.: +352 43 79 31 22, Fax: +352 43 79 31 89

 e-mail: info@eib.org
European Commission

Tel./Fax: +32.2.29 + extension

1.
Enlargement

Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/enlargement/index_en.htm
Cabinet of the Commissioner for Enlargement

Commissioner for Enlargement: Mr Günter VERHEUGEN; Tel. 81100, 81201

Head of Cabinet: Mr Alexander ITALIANER; Tel. 94393, 81106

Deputy Head of Cabinet: Mr Christian LEFFLER; Tel. 50502, 69202

Enlargement Directorate-General (DG ELARG)
Director General: Mr Eneko LANDÁBURU ILLARRAMENDI

Tel. 51968, 62211; Fax: 68490

Chief Adviser: Mr Graham AVERY; Tel. 92202, 99225; Fax: 66744

Assistant to the Director-General: Mr Vincent DEGERT; Tel. 53503, 57369; Fax: 68490

Directorate A: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland

Director: Mrs Françoise GAUDENZI-AUBIER; Tel. 51137, 56778; Fax: 68730

Estonia: H. BENDIXEN, Head of Unit f.f.
Latvia: Mr Manuel CAMOS GRAU, Head of Unit; Tel. 91060, 91234; Fax: 94149

Lithuania: Mr Anders HENRIKSSON, Head of Unit; Tel. 69228, 93686; Fax: 64251

Poland: Mrs Françoise GAUDENZI-AUBIER

Directorate B: Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, and Slovenia

Director: not assigned (March 2001)

Czech Republic: Mr Rutger WISSELS, Head of Unit, Tel. 93482, 92211; Fax: 53644

Hungary: C. WOLFE, Head of Unit f.f. ; Fax: 68727

Slovakia: Mr Dirk MEGANCK, Head of Unit; Tel. 61380, 95100; Fax: 55502

Slovenia: Mr Jaime GARCIA LOMBARDERO, Head of Unit; Tel. 57799; Fax: 68732

Directorate C: Bulgaria, Romania (+ Cyprus, Malta, Turkey)

Director: Mr Michael LEIGH; Tel. 58236, 69603; Fax: 68823

Bulgaria: Mr Michael LEIGH

Romania: Mr Enrico GRILLO PASQUARELLI; Tel. 56203, 57213; Fax: 91666

Directorate D: Negotiation, pre-accession, co-ordination and financial instruments

Director: Mr Matthias RUETE; Tel. 50734, 55611; Fax: 56100

Negotiation & pre-accession co-ordination: Mr Pierre MIREL, Head of Unit;

Tel. 56172, 56349; Fax: 67432

Programming & Monitoring: Mr Goran SEGERLUND, Head of Unit;

Tel. 92055,58662; Fax: 69501

Implementation & Contracts: Mr Helmuth LOHAN, Head of Unit; Tel. 65828, 59161

2.
Regional Policy (DG REGIO)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/regional_policy/index_en.htm
Directorate F: ISPA and pre-accession measures

Director: Mr Marc FRANCO; Tel. 51430, 51182; Fax: 61096

F1: Czech Republic, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Poland

Mr Friedemann ALLGAYER; Head of Unit; Tel. 94389, 93556; Fax: 65184

F2: Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, and Slovakia

Mr Jean-Marie SEYLER; Head of Unit; Tel. 54681, 53425; Fax: 61096

3.
Agriculture (DG AGRI)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/agriculture/index_en.htm
Directorate F.II: Rural Development

F.II.4: CEECs, management of SAPARD

Mr Alan WILKINSON, Head of Unit; Tel. 94389, 93556

Mr Kaj MORTENSEN, Deputy Head of Unit
4.
EuropeAid Co-operation Office (“EuropeAid”)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/europeaid/index.htm
Directorate A: Europe, Caucasus, and Central Asia

Director: Mr Per KNUDSEN; Tel. 54859, 58962

5.
External Relations (DG RELEX)

Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/external_relations/index_en.htm
Directorate D: Western Balkans

Director: Mr Reinhard PRIEBE; Tel. 50161, 54989

D1: Horizontal matters; Mr Patrick RENAULD, Head of Unit; Tel. 93806, 92360

D2: Federal Republic of Yugoslavia; Mrs Thérèse SOBIESKI, Head of Unit.

Tel. 90225, 60144

D3: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, FYROM (Macedonia)

Mr David DALY, Head of Unit, Tel. 52526, 60247

Directorate E: Eastern Europe (non-candidate countries), Caucasus, and Central Asia

Director: Mr Timo SUMMA; Tel. 91671, 96090

E1: Horizontal matters; not assigned (March 2001)

E2: Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Bielorussia; Mr Jurgen KÖPPEN, Head of Unit;

Tel. 53233, 91731

E3: Caucasus and Central Asia (including Mongolia); Mr Cornelis WITTEBROOD,  

Head of Unit; Tel. 57312, 53953

E4: Regional Co-operation & Nuclear Safety; Mr Norbert JOUSTEN, Head of Unit;

Tel. 56871, 90591

6.
Environment (DG ENV)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/environment/index_en.htm
ENV 2: Technical co-operation with non-member countries

 Mrs Soledad BLANCO MANGUDO, Head of Unit; Tel. 95182, 92306

 Mr Ian CLARK, Deputy Head of Unit; Tel. 69094

7.
Enterprise (DG ENTR)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/enterprise/index_en.htm
Directorate A: Enterprise Policy

A3: Enterprise aspects of enlargement

Mr Peter WRAGG, Head of Unit, Tel. 60126, 55993

Mr Nicholas LEAPMAN, Deputy Head of Unit
8.
Economic and financial affairs (DG ECFIN)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/economy_finance/index_en.htm
Directorate D: International questions
D1: Economic affairs and related issues within the accession countries

Mrs Alexandra CAS GRANJE, Head of Unit; Tel. 56269, 54785

9.
Energy & Transport (DG TREN)
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport/index_en.html
Directorate A: General Affairs

A4: International Relations & Enlargement

Mr Patrick LAMBERT, Head of Unit; Tel. 50531, 50369

10.
Employment and Social Affairs DG
Web site: http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/employment_social/index_en.htm
Directorate G: International issues

G2: Enlargement and international co-operation

Mr J. TEN GEUZENDAM, Head of Unit; Tel. 57829

Delegations of the European Commission in the candidate CEECs
All EC Delegations in the world, and related key officials and co-ordinates, are listed on:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/delegations/intro/index.htm.

Delegation to Bulgaria

Head of Delegation: Mr Jacques WUNENBURGER

Address: Interpred World Trade Centre

36 Dragan Tzankov Boulevard - Block A, 3rd floor; SOFIA 1040 

Mail: P.O. Box 668; BG-1000 SOFIA 

Fax: (359-2) 97 33 872 ; Tel. (359-2) 97 33 240

E-mail: mailto@bgr.eudel.com 
Web site: http://www.evropa.bg/
Delegation to the Czech Republic
Head of Delegation: Mr Ramiro CIBRIAN UZAL 

Address: Pod hradbami 17, 160 00 PRAHA 6 

Mail: P.O. Box 292, 160 41 PRAHA 6 

Fax: (420) 2 2431 2850 ; Tel. (420) 2 2431 2835

E-mail: euphare@mbox.vol.cz 

Web site: http://www.evropska-unie.cz/
Delegation to Estonia

Head of Delegation: Mr John KJAER

Address & Mail: Kohtu 10, EE 10130 TALLINN 

Fax: (372-6) 26 44 39 ; Tel. (372-6) 26 44 00

E-mail: eudelest@delest.cec.eu.int ; Web site: http://www.euroopaliit.ee/
Delegation to Hungary

Head of Delegation: Mr Michael LAKE 

Address & Mail: Bérc utca 23, H - 1016 BUDAPEST

Fax: (36-1) 466 42 21 ; Tel. (36-1) 209.97.00

E-mail: mailto@delhun.cec.eu.int 

Web site: http://www.eudelegation.hu
Delegation to Latvia

Head of Delegation: Mr Gunter WEISS

Address & Mail: Jacob's Barracks, Tornu 4-Block I-C, LV-1050 RIGA 

Fax: (371) 732.52.79 ; Tel. (371) 732 52 70

E-mail: mailto@dellat.cec.eu.int
Delegation to Lithuania

Head of Delegation: Mr Michael GRAHAM

Address & Mail: Naugarduko g. 10 - 2001 Vilnius 

Fax: (370-2) 31 31 92 ; Tel. (370-2) 31 31 91

E-mail: eudelltu@delltu.cec.eu.int ; Web site: http://www.eudel.lt/
Delegation to Poland

Head of Delegation: Mr Bruno DETHOMAS

Address & Mail: Warsaw Financial Centre, Floor 29, Emilii Plater 53, 00-113

Fax: (48-22) 520 82 82 ; Tel. (48-22) 520 82 00

E-mail: mailto@delpol.cec.eu.int
Delegation to Rumania

Head of Delegation: Mr Fokion FOTIADIS

Address & Mail: Str. Grigore Mora 11, Sector 1, 71278 BUCAREST

Fax: (40-1) 230 24 53 ; Tel. (40-1) 203 54 00

E-mail: mailto@delrom.cec.eu.int
Web site (Infocenter): http://www.infoeuropa.ro/
Delegation to Slovakia

Head of Delegation: Mr Walter ROCHEL

Address & Mail: Panska 3, 811 01 BRATISLAVA

Fax: (421-7) 5443 2972 : Tel. (421-7) 5443 1718

E-mail: mailto@delsvk.cec.eu.int 

Web site: http://www.europa.sk/
Delegation to Slovenia

Head of Delegation: Mr Eric VAN DER LINDEN

Address & Mail: Trg Republike 3, XI., 1000 LJUBLJANA

Fax: (386-1) 4252085 ; Tel. (386-1) 4251303

E-mail: eumail@delsvn.cec.eu.int 

Web site (Infocenter): http://www.evropska-unija.si/
Missions of the CEECs to the European Union
The CEECs’ Missions to the EU and their key officials are also listed on the regularly updated web site IDEA (http://europa.eu.int/idea/bin/dispent.pl?lang=en&entity_id=12571).

Mission of Bulgaria

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mrs Antoinette PRIMATOROVA

Co-secretary: Mr Vesselin VALKANOV

Avenue Moscicki 7; B-1180 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 374 84 68; Fax: (32-2) 374 91 88

Mission of the Czech Republic

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Libor SEŠKA

Co-secretary: Mr Petr POŠTULKA

Rue Caroly 15; B-1050 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 213 01 11; Fax: (32-2) 513 71 54

Mission of Estonia

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Priit KOLBRE

Co-secretary: Mr Külliki LINNAMÄGI

Rue Marie-Thérèse 1-3, B-1000 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 227 39 10; Fax: (32-2) 227 39 25

Mission of Hungary

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Endre JUHASZ

Co-secretary: Mr Zsolt BECSEY

Av. du Vert-Chasseur 44, B-1180 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 379 09 00; Fax: (32-2) 372 07 84

Mission of Latvia

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Andris PIEBALGS

Co-secretary: Mr Pétris USTUBS
Rue d'Arlon 39-41, B-1000 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 282 03 60; Fax: (32-2) 282 03 69

Mission of Lithuania

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Romualdas KALONAITIS

Co-secretary: Mr Zygimantas PAVILIONIS
Av. des Cinq Bonniers 51, B-1150 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 771 01 40; Fax: (32-2) 771 45 97

Mission of Poland

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Iwo BYCZEWSKI

Co-secretary: Mr Michal CZYZ
Av. de Tervueren 282-284, B-1150 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 777 72 11; Fax: (32-2) 777 72 97

Mission of Rumania

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Alexandru Joan HERLEA

Co-secretary: Mr Radu SERBAN
Rue Gabrielle 107; B-1180 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 344 41 45; Fax: (32-2) 344 24 79

Mission of Slovakia

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Juraj MIGAŠ

Co-secretary: Mr Lúbomír DURŠO
Av. de Cortenbergh 79, B-1000 Brussels; Tel. (32-2) 734 68 11; Fax: (32-2) 734 68 88

Mission of Slovenia

Ambassador/Head of Mission: Mr Marko KRANJEC

Co-secretary: Mr Marcel KOPROL
Avenue Marnix 30; B-1000 Brussels, Tel. (32-2) 512 44 66; Fax: (32-2) 512 09 97

Information on instruments and programmes

Enlargement Address Book

The Enlargement address book provides a large useful list of names and co-ordinates of key people, administrations and other entities involved in the enlargement process, in both the EU Institutions and the Candidate Countries. You can download it from:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/work/pab.htm.

Phare

· Phare and Tacis Information Centre

Rue Montoyer 19; B-1000 Brussels; Belgium
Tel. (32 2) 545 90 10; Fax: (32 2) 545 90 11; E-mail: phare-tacis@cec.eu.int
· Description of Phare in the context of the Pre-accession Strategy:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare.htm
· Homepage of the Phare web site:
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/index.htm
· Guidelines for the implementation of Phare (2000-20006):

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/implementation/guidelines/guidel_2000_en.htm
· Regulations governing the contracting process under Phare:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/work/conditions/regulations.htm
· Details on the contents of the service tender dossier under Phare:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/work/contracts/service_contracts/restricted_tenders/dossier.htm
· Contents of the technical and financial proposals for service tenders: http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/work/contracts/service_contracts/restricted_tenders/proposals.htm
· Publications related to Phare:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/publications/publist.htm
ISPA
· Description of ISPA in the context of the Pre-accession Strategy:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/envir_transp.htm
· ISPA homepage on the Inforegio web site. Access to all ISPA-related information:

http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int/wbpro/ispa/ispa_en.htm
SAPARD
· Description of SAPARD in the context of the Pre-accession Strategy:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/envir_transp.htm
· Information on SAPARD on the DG AGRI web site:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/external/enlarge/back/index_en.htm
Co-financing with international financial institutions

· European Investment Bank (EIB): http://eib.eu.int/
Mail: 100, boulevard Konrad Adenauer; L - 2950 Luxembourg

Tel.:  +352.43 79 1 ; Fax:: +352.43 77 04

Information:  Barbara Simonelli, Tel.: +352 43 79 31 22, Fax: +352 43 79 31 89

e-mail: info@eib.org
· SME Finance Facility: 
· Homepage on the DG ECFIN web site:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/fos/sme/sme002_en.htm
· Homepage on the EBRD website: http://www.ebrd.com/english/busin/index.htm
· A brochure is available on the Phare web site, at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/publications/dwn/smes_brochure.pdf
· European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
Exchange Square, 1 ; UK - London EC2A 2JN, United Kingdom

Central contact: Tel: +44 20 7338 6000 ; Fax: +44 20 7338 6100

Project enquiries/proposals: Tel: +44 20 7338 6282 ; Fax: +44 20 7338 6102

 E-mail: projectenquiries@ebrd.com
Web site: http://www.ebrd.com/
· World Bank

· Headquarters:

The World Bank; 1818 H Street, N.W.; Washington, DC 20433; USA

Tel: (202) 477-1234; Fax: (202) 477-6391; E-mail: feedback@worldbank.org
· Public Information Centre in Europe: 

c/o World Bank–France; 66 avenue d’Iéna; 75116 Paris

Mrs Valérie CHEVALIER; Tel. (33-1) 40 69 30 26; Fax (33-1) 40 69 30 69

· World Bank Offices in the CEECs: please consult the web site at http://www.worldbank.int/html/extdr/gen.htm
· Web site: http://www.worldbank.int/
· Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO)
Fabianinkatu 34; P.O. Box 249; FIN-00171 Helsinki; FINLAND 

Tel. +358 9 18001 / 1800344; Fax: +358 9 630 976; E-mail: info@nefco.fi
Web site: http://www.nefco.org/
EU external aid programmes

· Tacis: 
· Phare and Tacis Information Centre

Rue Montoyer 19; B-1000 Brussels; Belgium

Tel. (32 2) 545 90 10; Fax: (32 2) 545 90 11; E-mail: phare-tacis@cec.eu.int
· Overview on Tacis and access to information on procedures:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/ceeca/tacis/index.htm
· Nuclear Safety in Central Europe and in the New Independent States:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/nuclear_safety/intro/index.htm
· South Eastern Europe Programmes
· European Commission: http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/see/index.htm
· Joint European Commission/World Bank web site: http://www.seerecon.org/
· Brochure “The EU and South Eastern Europe”, including an overview on CARDS/OBNOVA:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/see/infos/publications.htm
· Brochure ‘’Kosovo: the European contribution”: http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/see/fry/kosovo/assist_kosovo.pdf
Environment Programmes
· Sixth Environment Action Programme (2001-2010)
Homepage: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/environment/newprg/index.htm
· LIFE
Homepage: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/life/home.htm
Energy Programmes
· ALTENER, SAVE, SURE
Homepage: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/energy/en/pfs_4_en.html
Networks, Programmes and Facilities for SMEs
· Euro Info Centres (EIC) network
Homepage: http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/networks/eic/eic.html
· Innovation Relay Centres (IRC) network
Homepage: http://www.cordis.lu/irc/home.html
· European Business and Innovation Centres (BICs)
· Homepage of the network: http://www.ebn.be/src/bic.htm
· EC “Inforegio” web site: http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int/innovating/bic_en.htm
· Dialogue with Business
Homepage: http://europa.eu.int/business/
· Innovation and SME Programme
Homepage on the CORDIS web site, access to information including the brochure “SME Specific Measures”: http://www.cordis.lu/innovation-smes/home.html
· SME Finance Facility

· Homepage on the DG ECFIN web site:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/fos/sme/sme002_en.htm
· Homepage on the EBRD website: http://www.ebrd.com/english/busin/index.htm
· A brochure is available on the Phare web site, at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/phare/publications/dwn/smes_brochure.pdf
Others

· Research and Technological Development

· Homepage of the Fifth Framework Programme (FP5):

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/home.html
· Directory of the National Contact points:

http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/ncps.htm
· Brochure “Participating in the European Research Programmes”:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/guide/en
· Regional Policies 

· EC “Inforegio” web site:

http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int/dg16_en.htm
· Information on INTERREG:

http://www.inforegio.cec.eu.int/wbpro/interregIII/Interreg_en.htm
· Vocational Training, Education, Youth and Culture

Homepage of the Programmes managed by DG Education & Culture (LEONARDO DA VINCI, TEMPUS, YOUTH, SOCRATES, CULTURE 2000): http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/progr.html
· Public Health

Key documents: http://europa.eu.int/comm/health/ph/key_doc/index_en.html
· Social Policy

· “Employment and Enlargement” page on the web site of DG Employment and Social Affairs: http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/empl&esf/enlargement_en.htm
· European Training Foundation: http://www.etf.eu.int/
EU Agencies

· Homepage of all EU Agencies: http://europa.eu.int/agencies/carte_en.htm
· European Environment Agency: http://www.eea.eu.int
· European Agency for Reconstruction
· Homepage: http://www.ear.eu.int/
· Programme for Reconstruction and Recovery in Kosovo: http://www.ear.eu.int/begin.htm
Business opportunities
· The EuropeAid web site provides practical information related to EU external aid contracts, which includes:

-
The Practical Guide to PHARE, ISPA & SAPARD contract procedures, the Guide of Instructions for service, supplies and works contracts, as well as standard documents:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/tender/gestion/index_en.htm
-

Search for all tender opportunities and calls for proposals under PHARE, ISPA, SAPARD, TACIS, CARDS, OBNOVA and TAFKO, as well as other EU external aid programmes (MEDA, ALA, FED):

http://europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/cgi/frame12.pl
· For tenders opportunities and calls for proposals related to the other Community programmes: see the respective web sites for the programmes.

· The TED database is the Internet version of the Supplement to the Official Journal. It provides information on public tenders from the Commission, the EIB, the EU Member States, etc.: http://eur-op.eu.int/general/en/b7.htm
General information

· European legislation
· EUR-Lex: web site providing access to the Official Journal (daily edition free of 

charge for 45 days) and information on EU legislation in force, as well as on legal texts in preparation. Eur-Lex contains also a case-law section.

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex
· EUDOR: search and delivery system related to the Official Journal and to a number of other EU documents, in particular consolidated EU law. Some documents are free of charge; the others can be ordered. 

http://eudor.eur-op.eu.int
· CELEX: web site providing comprehensive and authoritative information on EU law, including case-law of the European Court of Justice. Access only on subscription. http://europa.eu.int/celex
· Access portal to the three systems: http://eur-op.eu.int/general/en/eulaw.htm
· Information on the state of progress of the Accession process 

· Essential information on the current negotiations. Screening of the adoption of the acquis.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/negotiations/ach_en.html
· Overview report on progress towards Accession (November 2000):
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/report_11_00/index.htm
· Information on the accession partnerships:

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/pas/aps.htm
· Statistical data
· EUROSTAT, the Statistical Office of the European Communities, provides a number of both general and detailed statistical data on economic, business, trade and social issues. Part of the available information is free of charge.

Mail: Bâtiment Jean Monnet, Rue Alcide de Gasperi, L-2920 Luxembourg

Offices: Bâtiment Joseph Bech, 5 Rue Alphonse Weicker, L-2721 Luxembourg

Phone: (352) 43 01-1 (central) ; (352) 43 01 + extension (consult IDEA)

E-mail: see “European Commission”

Web site:  http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat/
Other useful links

· European Parliament web site on EU enlargement

The site offers detailed studies on the impact of enlargement in different areas:

http://www.europarl.eu.int/enlargement/default_en.htm
· Agenda 2000 – general information
http://europa.eu.int/comm/agenda2000/index_en.htm
Annex 5

Glossary of EU-related terms and list of acronyms

The European Union

The European Union (EU) was established by the Treaty on European Union, which was signed in Maastricht and entered into force on 1 November 1993. The EU can be seen as a global structure resulting historically from the European integration process and consisting essentially of three “pillars”: the European Community (EC), the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Justice & Home affairs (JHA). The two latest pillars extended and completed the already existing European Community.

The European Community (EC) is the first and main pillar of the EU. It r esulted in 1967 from the merger of the three European communities, which were historically the basis of the whole integration process: the European Economic Community (EEC), the European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM), and the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). EEC and EURATOM were established by the historic Treaty of Rome in 1957. ECSC was created in 1951, at the very beginning of the process.

The European Council (also called “European Summit”) is the regular meeting (at least twice a year) of the Heads of State or Government of the EU Member States, together with the President of the European Commission. Its main role is to give the political impetus in order to permit the further development of the EU and to define general policy guidelines.

The three main institutions of the EU are:

· The European Parliament (EP), or “the Parliament”, which is elected every five years by direct vote. The EP shares with the Council the power to legislate, as well as the budgetary authority. It also exercises supervision over the Commission.

· The Council of the EU, or “the Council”, which is the EU main decision-making body. The Council is the embodiment of the Member States, whose representatives meet together regularly at ministerial level.

· The European Commission, or “the Commission”, which is the driving force in the EU institutional system. The Commission has the right to initiate draft legislation, by presenting legislative proposals to Parliament and the Council, and it is responsible for implementing the European legislation, budget and programmes. Practically speaking, the Commission is the main EU institutional interlocutor of the engineering consultants for professional and business-related issues.

The President of the Commission and the 19 other Commissioners are appointed every five years by the Member States after approval by the Parliament. The administrative structure of the Commission includes in particular 24 policy-oriented Directorates General (DG), 10 specialised co-ordination Offices and Services, as well as the Secretariat General. The staff of this structure comprises about 20,000 officials.

List of acronyms

ACP
Africa, Caribbean, Pacific

AIDCO
“AIDCO” is used as acronym for “EuropeAid” within the


European Commission

ALA
EU aid programme for the countries of Asia and Latin America

AP(s)
Accession Partnership(s)

BIC(s)
Business and Innovation Centre(s)
CAP
Common Agricultural Policy (of the EU)

CEE

Central and Eastern Europe

CEEC(s)

Central and Eastern European Country(ies)

CV

curriculum vitae

DG

Directorate-General (The European Commission includes 24 DGs;



the following acronyms are used within the Commission)

DG AGRI

Agriculture Directorate-General

DG EAC

Directorate-General for Education and Culture

DG ECFIN

Economic and Financial Affairs Directorate-General

DG ELARG
Enlargement Directorate-General

DG ENTR

Enterprise Directorate-General 

DG ENV

Environment Directorate-General

DG REGIO 
Regional Policy Directorate-General

DG RELEX

External Relations Directorate-General

DG RTD

Research Directorate-General
DG TREN

Directorate-General for Energy and Transport

EAP(s)

Environment Action Programme(s) (of the EU)

EBN

European Business and Innovation Centres Network

EBRD

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

EC

European Community

ECHO

European Community Humanitarian Office

EDF

European Development Fund (for the ACP countries)

EEA

European Economic Area 



(= the 15 EU Member States + Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway)

EEA

European Environment Agency
EFCA

European Federation of Engineering Consultancy Associations

EFTA

European Free Trade Association



(= Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, Switzerland)

EIB

European Investment Bank

EIC(s)

Euro Info Centre(s)

EP

European Parliament

ESF

European Social Fund

EU

European Union

EuropeAid


EuropeAid Co-operation Office

EUROSTAT
Statistical Office of the European Communities

FP5

Fifth Framework (Research) Programme (of the EC)

FRY

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

FYROM

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

IFC

International Financial Corporation (member of the WB group)
IFI(s)

international financial institution(s)

IRC(s)

Innovation Relay Centre(s)

ISPA

Instrument for Structural Policies for Pre-Accession

MEDA

EU aid programme for the Mediterranean and Middle East countries

NCP(s)

National Contact Point(s)

NEFCO

Nordic Environment Finance Corporation
NIB

Nordic Investment Bank

NIS

New Independent States (States of the ex-Soviet Union)

NPAA(s)
National Programme(s) for the Adoption of the Acquis

OJ
Official Journal of the European Communities

RTD projects
Research, Technological Development and Demonstration projects

SAPARD
Special Accession Programme for Agriculture and Rural Development

SCR
Service Commun des Relations Extérieures


= Common Service for External Relations (of the Commission)


= former name of EuropeAid

SEECs
South Eastern European Countries
SME(s)
small and medium-sized enterprise(s)

TAFKO
EC Task Force for the Reconstruction of Kosovo

TED
Tenders Electronic Daily (EU database on Internet)

TENs

Trans-European Networks (for energy, telecommunications and



transport)

UNMIK
United Nations Interim Administration in Kosovo
WB
World Bank







� The Acquis Communautaire is the body of Community law, which includes the Treaties, Regulations, Directives, Decisions and Recommendations as well as Court Decisions. It also encompasses the European Union’s set of principles and obligations, such as its long term principles, values and policy goals.


�  List in Annex 2.


� The first Europe Agreements were signed in December 1991 (Hungary and Poland). The latest one dates from June 1996 (Slovenia).


� The APs are multi-annual and will last until accession, although they will be reviewed as required. The overall allocation to each candidate country is indicated in the APs and may be reviewed in the light of performance, changing requirements and progress in implementing the APs.


� The progress made by each candidate country is recorded in an annual report written by the Commission. These reports form the basis for the continuation of the negotiations.


� Web site of the Enlargement DG : � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index.htm ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index.htm�.


� The Contracting Authority is the government or another entity of the beneficiary country with which the Commission draws up a financing agreement.


� “AIDCO” is also used as acronym for EuropeAid, but only within the European Commission.


� Internet address in Annex 4.


� EDF: European Development Fund, oriented to the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP countries).


� Internet address in footnote 6. All addresses and links in Annex 4.


� The total cost of each financed project shall in principle not be less than € 5 million.


� The rate of Community assistance under ISPA may be normally up to 75% of public or equivalent expenditure. In some cases, an increase to up to 85% may be proposed.


� All addresses and Internet links are in Annex 4.


� Addresses and Internet links in Annex 4.


� Each member of the Evaluation Committee awards each offer a score out of maximum 100 points in accordance with the technical evaluation grid laid down in the tender dossier. Once the committee has established each technical offer’s average score, any tender falling short of the 80-point threshold is automatically rejected.


� Addresses and Internet links in Annex 4.


� Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden


� Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrghyzstan, Moldova, Mongolia, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.


� The assistance to Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) and the Former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) was previously provided under the OBNOVA Programme and the Phare Programme. The CARDS Programme also includes Albania.


� ACP: Africa, Caribbean, Pacific


� ALTENER: Multi-annual Programme for the Promotion of Renewable Energy Sources in the Community (1998-2002)


� SAVE: Multi-annual Programme for the Promotion of Energy Efficiency (1998-2002)


� EEA: European Economic Area. The EEA includes the 15 EU Member States, Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway.


� SURE: Multi-annual Programme (1998-2002) of Actions in the Nuclear Sector, relating to the safe transport of radioactive materials and to safeguards and industrial co-operation to promote certain aspects of nuclear installations in the countries currently participating in the Tacis Programme.


� � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/guide/en/ ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/guide/en/�


� Calls for proposals are published in the C series of the OJ, which can be consulted on EUR-Lex, the web site for the European legislation. Free access up to 45 days following publication (� HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex ��http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex�). Available on monthly CD-Rom after 45 days (subscription: � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/ojcd-notice.html ��http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/ojcd-notice.html�).


Calls for tenders are published in the S series (Supplement to the OJ), which only exists in electronic format (TED: Tenders Electronic Daily). Free-of-charge consultation on the TED database (� HYPERLINK http://ted.eur-op.eu.int/ojs/en/help/sail-ted.htm ��http://ted.eur-op.eu.int/ojs/en/help/sail-ted.htm�). A CD-Rom can be received by subscription (two or five times per week).


� � HYPERLINK http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/calls.htm ��http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/calls.htm�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/ncps.htm ��http://www.cordis.lu/fp5/src/ncps.htm�


� General information, calls for proposals, guides for promoters: � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/leonardo/leonardo2_en.html ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/leonardo/leonardo2_en.html�


� General information: � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/tempus/home.html ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/tempus/home.html�.


Guide for applicants: � HYPERLINK http://www.etf.eu.int/etfweb.nsf/pages/gfa2000-02 ��http://www.etf.eu.int/etfweb.nsf/pages/gfa2000-02�.


� � HYPERLINK http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK "http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/empl&esf/enlargement_en.htm" ��http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/empl&esf/enlargement_en.htm�


� � HYPERLINK http://www.etf.eu.int/ ��http://www.etf.eu.int/�


� The 15 EU Member States, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Norway, Poland, Slovenia and Switzerland.
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