Senator ___________

United States Senate

Washington, D.C.  20510

Dear Senator ______________:
On behalf of ___company name___ I am writing to urge your support for quick passage of the conference report for the reauthorization of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA).  We believe that this bill can and should be completed before Congress recesses this year for the November elections. 

In order to ensure that vital flood protections, navigation upgrades and environmental restoration projects move forward in a timely manner, the reauthorization of WRDA is critically needed.  This long-overdue legislation will also help ensure that our Nation remains economically competitive by providing the necessary authorizations for key navigation modernizations and improvements to locks and dams. 

Also, as the conference committee completes its work, we ask that you urge the conferees to support the House version of the independent peer review provisions.  We believe the House language (Section 2030 of H.R. 2864) on this issue is favorable and provides the best balance between thoughtful and effective independent peer review and expeditious project delivery. 
__company name ____   and many other engineering companies throughout ___state___ play an essential role in the development, maintenance and operation of our nation’s water resources facilities as partners to the federal government.  The success of this partnership is predicated on a regular WRDA cycle so that both government and the private sector can efficiently plan, allocate and invest in resources to implement projects.

As you know, WRDA has not been reauthorized since 2000.  We simply cannot afford more delay.  Passage of a WRDA conference report this year would put us back on the track of realizing substantial returns on investment in our water resources while addressing critical environmental needs.

I ask you to please complete the WRDA conference report before Congress recesses for the elections—completion of this legislation would be a tremendous accomplishment and will provide many benefits to the Nation.
Sincerely,

