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Advertise Today on
the ACEC Website
With more than 28,000 unique visitors each 
month—and with each visit averaging more 
than 18 minutes—advertising on www.acec.
org offers a great opportunity to build your 
brand, promote your fi rm and grow your busi-
ness.
Click here to view pricing and sizes, or contact 
Nina Goldman at ngoldman@acec.org today 
to reserve your space.

  

   INDUSTRY NEWS

$100 Mill ion Available for Green 
Transportation Initiatives
The U.S. Department of Transportation 
has announced $100 million in American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
funding for 43 transit agencies that are...
click here for more.

Huge  Oppor tun i t i es  in  Mak ing 
Building Stock Energy Effi cient 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
researcher Evan Mills says the practice 
of building commissioning...click here for 
more. 

BIM and Constructability Combine To 
Produce Better Design 
When used together, building information 
modeling (BIM) and constructability can 
span the design and construction fi elds by 
supporting...click here for more.

Click here for more News Briefs.

Federal Contracting Workshop—Highlight 
of Fall Conference Next Week

More than 700 members are set to attend the ACEC 2009 Fall Confer-
ence, October 7-10, in Palm Springs, Calif., which will include a special 
two-part Federal Contracting and Compliance Workshop.

The fi rst part will focus on the key strategies for maintaining profi tability 
in federal contracting. The second part features the fi rst release of the 
AASHTO’s Uniform Audit and Accounting Guide and a panel discussion 
on its impact.

Other Conference sessions will include: Top Markets for 2010; ESOP 
and M&A landscapes; BIM; Online Project Management; LEED; and Sus-
tainability.

In addition, the Conference will feature addresses by former President 
of Mexico Vicente Fox and NASA’s David Doody. 

ACEC will also posthumously present the Distinguished Award of Merit 
to Ralph Peterson, former chairman and CEO of CH2M Hill.

For more information and to register, click here.

Thomopulos New FIDIC President; 
Psomas Leads ACEC Delegation

Gregs Thomopulos, chairman and CEO of 
Stanley Consultants, was elected president of the 
International Federation of Consulting Engineers 
(FIDIC) at the annual FIDIC Conference in London 
last week.

 “I look forward to the opportunity to promote 
not only best practices, but also sustainable de-
velopment, quality, and integrity in the work that 
engineers do,” said Thomopulos, only the third 
American to head FIDIC in its 100-year history.

ACEC Chairman Tim Psomas led the Council’s 
delegation to the FIDIC meeting, which included 
organizations from more than 70 countries. 

“FIDIC is the U.N. of the engineering industry 
and it is important for ACEC to be actively engaged 
in its deliberations in order to help shape the in-
ternational business environment for engineering 
fi rms,” Psomas said. 

ACEC President Dave Raymond briefed FIDIC 
directors and secretaries on the global economic 
slowdown and ACEC’s response in the United 
States. He served as a speaker on political advocacy. 

Tim Psomas

Gregs Thomopulos



Stay on Top of the 
Industry’s Hottest Topics
 
Hot, Flat, and Crowded 
Why We Need a Green 
Revolution—and How 
It Can Renew America 
Thomas L. Friedman

Click here to order.

Green to Gold
How Smart Companies 
Use Environmental 
Strategy to Innovate, 
Create Value,  and 
Build Competitive Ad-
vantage
Daniel Esty & Andrew 
Winston

Click here to order.

When the Rivers Run 
Dry
Water—The Defining 
Crisis of the Twenty-
fi rst Century
Fred Pearce
Click here to order.

Click here to browse and buy from our full 
catalog of publications and merchandise.  

PUBLICATIONS

JOB BOARD
Use the Job Board to Hire 
the Best Talent--and Save  
Make September the month to fi nd that perfect 
addition to your fi rm and save with the ACEC 
Job Board.  
Add ACEC’s Job Board to your recruiting mix 
and enjoy 15 percent savings on any posting 
package in the month of September.  Just 
use the promo code SEPTEM15 at checkout.  

Another member of the ACEC delegation, John Dionisio, CEO of AECOM 
USA Inc., addressed a plenary session on how to position the engineering 
industry at the forefront of delivering sustainable solutions.

Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski Briefs
ACEC Members at National Headquarters

ACEC/PAC and the political committees of Arcadis, HDR and Jacobs En-
gineering hosted a fundraising event this week for Senator Lisa Murkowski 
(R-AK) at ACEC headquarters. 

“The great work that engineering fi rms do—including many of the orga-
nizations represented here today—is critical to helping us craft workable 
solutions to our nation’s energy problems,” said Murkowski. “I urge you 
all to make your voice heard in Congress, and continue to be politically 
engaged, because your contributions to this discussion are invaluable to 
both parties.”

The meeting with the senior Republican on the Senate Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee also included representatives from Bechtel, CH2M 
Hill and  Michael Baker Corp. 

Sen. Murkowski has played a critical role in achieving bipartisan solu-
tions.  She has been active in promoting the use of all types of energy 
resources, including oil, gas, nuclear and alternatives. 

ACEC President Dave Raymond and Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) discussed key industry is-
sues during an ACEC/PAC fundraiser at ACEC headquarters.

House Passes Three-Month Extension of 
Transportation Programs

The House of Representatives approved  legislation this week to extend 
SAFETEA LU—which expires on September 30th—for an additional three 
months to ensure no interruptions in federal highway and transit  funding to 
the states.  The extension  also gives Congress additional time to develop 
and move a new six-year program  to replace SAFETEA LU.  

The action by the House sets up a confl ict with the Senate, however, 
which appears to favor an 18-month extension, consistent with a request 
from the Obama Administration.  The difference must be resolved before 
the current law expires next week. 

ACEC and its transportation industry allies continue to press Congress 
for enactment of a six-year bill with robust funding increases and stable 
fi nancing mechanisms.  ACEC supports a short-term extension consistent 
with the House bill and has strongly opposed an 18-month delay, which 
only exacerbates the persistent underfunding and uncertainty plaguing the 
nation’s transportation programs.    



JOB BOARD

 Over 400 Searchable   
Jobs Posted 

 Over 17,100 Searchable  
Resumes Posted 

 Over 2,025 Registered  
Employers

Last Five “Help Wanted” 
Open Positions: 

Chief Information Offi cer—
San Diego, CA
Tunnel Expert—Kerala, India
Experienced Mechanical Engineer—
Madison, WI                      
Senior Environmental Professional—
Irvine, CA                          
Asst. Director, Engineering 
Specifi cations—Alexandria, VA

A Sampling of Posted Resumes:

Geotechnical Engineers—1,215                              
Water Resources/Wastewater 
Engineers—1,754
Transportation—1,509      
Civil Engineers—2,402
Structural Engineers—1,638
Environmental Engineers—1,586

     View These Resumes and Jobs  
             on ACEC’s Job Board  

http://www.acec.org/jobbank

Your posting package automatically includes 
resume database access.
Save money and reach thousands of candi-
dates.  With over 400 posted A/E/C indus-
try jobs and more than 17,000 candidate 
resumes, the ACEC Job Board’s advanced 
search features produce effective, specifi c 
results for both job seekers and employers. 
Reach your target audience quickly and ef-
fectively with the ACEC Job Board and the 
Engineering and Science Career Network.
For more information, call Nina Goldman at 
202-682-4325 or write ngoldman@acec.org.

ACEC/Maryland presented an ACEC/PAC check this week to Senator Benjamin Cardin (D-MD). 
At the presentation were (from left to right): Jim Otradovec, executive director of ACEC/Maryland, 
Harvey Floyd  of KCI, Mike Myers of RKK and president of ACEC/Maryland, Sen. Cardin, George 
Wirth of  Schnabel Engineering and Jerry Jannetti of Parsons Brinckerhoff.

Maryland Member Firms Join ACEC/PAC In 
Supporting Senator Benjamin Cardin

Senate Approves Funding Increases in 
Annual Transportation Funding Bill

The U.S. Senate last week increased transportation spending above 
levels passed by the House when it approved the annual appropriations 
bill for F.Y. 2010.  

The bill increases funding for most transportation programs, providing 
$43.4 billion for highways, which is $1.4 billion above the House-passed 
level; $11.1 billion for transit programs, which is $600 million above the 
House; and $3.5 billion for airport improvement projects, the same level as 
the last four years.  

The Senate also included $1.1 billion for multimodal surface transporta-
tion grants and $1.2 billion for high-speed rail.

The Senate has endorsed the increased funding levels for 2010, despite 
the fact that current projections indicate that the Highway Trust Fund will 
not have suffi cient revenues to support these levels. Congress will either 
have to pass a new six-year program to support the increased transporta-
tion spending or transfer funds from the General Fund to make up for the 
shortfall.  

ACEC encourages members to continue to press their Congressional 
delegation on the need to pass a multi-year surface transportation bill this 
year with adequate and stable fi nancing to address the current infrastructure 
funding gap.  Click here to access a sample letter to send to your Congress-
man and Senators, as well as other details. 

Senate Considers Big Water Funding 
Increase in F.Y. 2010 Spending Bill 

The Senate is debating ACEC-supported legislation this week that would 
signifi cantly increase funding for the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds (SRFs) and mod-
erately boost Superfund program funding. 

SRFs provide capitalization grants to states to operate loan programs 
for municipal water and wastewater projects. For the Clean Water SRF, the 
Senate bill boosts the funding to over $2 billion for 2010, more than double 



EDUCATION 
Continuing Education 
Encourages Staff Loyalty 
ACEC’s fall 2009 calendar of online semi-
nars will offer a wide variety of A/E business 
management topics, with an emphasis on 
strategies to weather our changing economic 
environment.
When you invest in continuing education 
for staff, you build loyalty and reinforce your 
commitment to your fi rm’s and your employ-
ees’ joint future—and retain your best and 
brightest to meet the challenges in a changing 
economy.
Register now for the fall programs listed below. 
Watch Last Word and the Institute for Busi-
ness Management education calendar as new 
topics are added. If you register early, we will 
send you a reminder with log-in information 
just prior to the event.

September

22―Streamlining the Organization Toward 
Profi t and Effi ciency by Robert vanArsdall, 
XL Design Professional 

29—Winning With Millennials: How to 
Attract, Retain and Empower the Latest 
Generation and Why It Matters Now by J. 
Tim Griffi n, RMF Engineering, Inc. 

30―Controlling Project Costs to Improve 
Profi tability by June Jewell, Jewell & As-
sociates      
October

6―Profi table Sustainability by Jerry Yudel-
son, Yudelson Associates

13―Developing Future Leaders: Best Prac-
tices and Lessons Learned for Growing 20-
35 Year-Olds in Leaner Times by Mike Baker, 
David Evans and Associates, and  Geordie 
Aitken, Aitken Leadership Group  

14―The Entrepreneurial Project Manager―
Raising the Bar on Project Manager Contri-
bution  by David Stone, Stone & Company 

the 2009 funding level. The Safe Drinking Water SRF would get $1.4 bil-
lion, a $571 million increase above last year.  The House passed a bill in 
July that includes similar funding levels.

The Superfund program would receive approximately $1.3 billion, 
slightly above last year. Final numbers on the EPA budget will need to be 
worked out in a conference committee with the House when the Senate 
completes its work on the bill, which is scheduled to receive a fl oor vote 
later this week. 

HNTB’s Theodore Zoli Named MacArthur 
Fellows Program “Genius” 

Theodore Zoli, vice president for HNTB in 
New York City, is one of 24 recipients of a 2009 
MacArthur Fellows Program “genius grant”—a 
$500,000 fellowship. 

An expert in long-span, cable-supported 
bridges, Zoli played a key role in Boston’s Leon-
ard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge and the Blenner-
hassett Island Bridge over the Ohio River.  

“The fellowship hit me like a bolt of lightning,” 
Zoli said. “I’m really humbled by it all.”

The MacArthur Fellows Program is designed 
to encourage talented people to pursue their 
own creative, intellectual, and professional 
inclinations for the benefi t of society.Among 
this year’s other recipients are a molecular biologist, a short-story writer, a 
climate scientist and a photo journalist.

Zoli said he hasn’t decided what to do with the money. “I am a bridge en-
gineer. I want to build things,” he said. “The fellowship will hopefully provide 
me the opportunity to explore ideas and new materials to solve problems 
in long-span structures that might not have been considered.”

HNTB’s Theodore Zoli received 
a 2009 MacArthur Fellowship to 
pursue creative ideas that benefi t 
society.

Tickets Going Fast for ACEC/PAC’s 
Fall Sweepstakes Drawing

The Fall Conference raffl e drawing is only two weeks away!  Don’t 
miss your chance to win the Grand Prize—$10,000 in ACEC/PAC’s Fall 
Sweepstakes.

Tickets are still just $200 each and are limited to fi ve tickets per person 
(to increase your odds of winning).   

There are multiple chances of winning: 2nd place is $5,000; 3rd place 
is $2,000; and 4th place is $1,000. 

The drawing will be held on Saturday, October 10, during ACEC’s 
Fall Conference in Palm Springs, Calif.  You do not have to be present 
to win.

Nearly 300 tickets have already been sold—so buy your tickets today 
before they are gone!

Now, it’s easier to enter than ever before.  You can purchase a 
sweepstakes ticket online through the ACEC/PAC Contribution Center, 
or send us a completed Sweepstakes Form by fax to our secure line: 
(202) 682-4376.  For information about ACEC/PAC or the Fall Confer-
ence Sweepstakes, please contact Elizabeth Coit at ecoit@acec.org or 
202-682-4322.



20―Lessons Learned in Implementing BIM 
and IPD in a 900-Person Multidisciplinary 
Firm by Sean B. Smith, Gresham, Smith and 
Partners   

21―Real-Time Environmental Monitoring 
and Reporting featuring panel from Rockwell 
Automation and system users
 
27―How to Add to Your Bottom Line by 
Tom Gramza, Bromin Solutions Inc. 

28―Measuring Business Performance and 
Benchmarking—Metrics That Matter by 
June Jewell, Jewell & Associates  

November

3―Trends in International Green Building 
by Jerry Yudelson, Yudelson Associates

4―Put More Money in Your Company 
Pocket! (How to Use Value Pricing and 
Negotiation to Get Paid What Your Ser-
vices are Worth) by David Stone, Stone & 
Company  

 10―Risk Management Report Card: Would 
Your Firm Earn A, F or Incomplete? panel 
led by Erin Austin and Jack Beemer, David 
Evans and Associates 

12―Follow Up! The (Misunderstood) Heart 
of Business Development and Positioning 
by Lynne Waymon, Contacts Count  

Insider Online Seminars 
Available On-Demand
For online “insider” seminars available for 
purchase as on-demand downloadable 
events—including Navigating Wetlands Work: 
Engineering During a Time of Transition—click 
here.

Lien Laws: Use Them to Your Advantage
Liens are powerful tools for collections, but are rarely used by engi-

neering fi rms, partly because liens laws vary so dramatically from state-
to-state.

 ACEC’s new state-by-state summary of lien laws on www.contractscen-
tral.net gives Member Firms a free resource for determining their lien 
options. 

If a fi rm has signifi cant resources tied up in a project that has run into 
trouble, a lien encumbers the property, providing an avenue for payment 
for services rendered. Most states specifi cally mention in their statutes that 
engineers, land surveyors and design professionals are covered under 
lien laws. In Massachusetts and Iowa, it is questionable whether a design 
professional can fi le a lien, so check with local counsel.

The state-by-state summary describes whether a state requires a pre-
lien notice, whether design professionals are specifi cally covered, deadlines 
for fi ling claims, and citations to the relevant state laws.

ACEC Young Professional of the Year 
Award Entry Deadline is October 12

Member Organizations and Member Firms seeking to recognize the 
achievements of a young engineer must submit their entry for the ACEC 
2010 Young Engineer of the Year Award by October 12, 2009.

The Award acknowledges the accomplishments of engineers under 
the age of 30 who, while still at the beginning of their engineering ca-
reers, already have made signifi cant contributions to the profession.  
Nominees will be evaluated by the Awards Subcommittee of the Com-
mittee of Fellows.

Award winners will be recognized at the 2010 ACEC Fall Conference 
and in Engineering Inc. magazine and will automatically compete for the 
2010 New Faces of Engineering Awards, which are coordinated through 
National Engineers Week.

For more information on the awards, click here.

Get First Crack at the Next Generation of 
Engineers; Advertise in Engineering Inc.

The November/December issue of the award-winning Engineering Inc. 
magazine will offer a unique opportunity to introduce your fi rm to college 
engineering students—soon to be engineering graduates—throughout 
the nation.

The magazine will present a special report on the current state and 
future trends of engineering education, featuring curriculum and industry 
perspectives from deans of some of the most renowned U.S. colleges 
of engineering.

A bonus distribution of the November/December Engineering Inc. will 
go to major colleges of engineering and college engineering libraries 
throughout the nation.  

This will be a must-read  issue for engineering students, and a must-
advertise opportunity for engineering fi rms.

The deadline to reserve space in this issue is October 2.  Contact Nina 
Goldman today at ngoldman@acec.org to place your ad.  Click here to 
view more information on advertising with ACEC



Update Management Tools for New A/E 
Realities, Oct. 21-24, St. Louis
The Business of Design Consulting: Managing for Success in a 
Climate of Change
October 21-24, St. Louis, MO

ACEC’s Business of Design Consulting: Managing for Success in a 
Climate of Change is a unique and comprehensive update of the elements 
and functions of the successful A/E business…all in the context of a chal-
lenging business environment. 

Content covers the eight key areas of business management, fi nance, 
marketing, risk management, contracts, leadership, human resources, and 
information technology―plus real-world technical examples presented by 
leading practitioners in the A/E workplace.

Created for owners, principals, executives, and managers of A/E fi rms, 
this state-of-the-art look at the key components of your operation is a cost-
effective investment for succeeding in today’s competitve environment.  

For earlybird savings, register by Monday, Sept. 28. For details, click 
here.

Add Expert Witness Skills to Your Firm’s 
Profi le, Oct. 29-30
Applying Expertise as an Engineering Expert Witness

October 29-30, Dearborn, MI
Adding new services such as expert witness capabilities to your fi rm’s 

portfolio is a shrewd business strategy, particularly as an extension of exist-
ing skills and expertise. However well-qualifi ed your key staff may be, only 
the court-savvy engineer should take on potentially lucrative assignments 
as an expert witness in legal proceedings. 

Applying Expertise as an Engineering Expert Witness, ACEC’s unique 
1-1/2 day course to qualify engineers, architects and surveyors for recog-
nition as expert witnesses, will be presented Oct. 29-30 in Dearborn, MI. 
Participants earn a certifi cate of course completion equipping them for 
legal service. Earlybird registration for best savings is available through 
Monday, Sept. 28, then regular registration fees apply.

The course will be presented by recognized experts Guy Vaillancourt, 
president, Woodard & Curran, who has served clients as a testifying ex-
pert for the past 15 years; Duncan G. Cameron, senior litigation partner, 
Donovan Hatem, New York, and a litigator of complex construction and 
commercial matters in federal and state courts; and the Honorable Arthur 
Bergman, New Jersey Superior Court Judge, who has presided over nu-
merous construction cases and previously spent 13 years representing 
design professionals, owners and contractors.

For details and course agenda, click here. 
For an in-depth look at engineers in the expert witness role, click here 

to read Holding Court in the July/August issue of ACEC’s Engineering Inc. 
magazine.

In completing this course, attendees take an important fi rst step towards 
qualifying for the professional designation of Engineer Expert Witness 
(EXW). For information on the EXW designation program, e-mail ebajer@
acec.org.

INSTITUTE FOR BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

  



Get Big-Picture BIM: Technology, Risks, 
Economics, Benefi ts, Oct. 29-30, Seattle
Building Information Modeling (BIM): The Promise and the Reality 
for A/E/C Firms

October 29-30, Seattle, WA
As headlines point to the growing importance of the Building Information 

Modeling (BIM) process to private and public sector clients (See Engineer-
ing Inc. story “Wisconsin, Texas First States to Require BIM on Public 
Projects”), ACEC presents a fi rst-hand examination of the challenging 
interdisciplinary process. 

Set for Oct. 29-30 in Seattle, this fast-paced 1-1/2 day course is an 
informative and timely look into the many components of the BIM project 
delivery system by faculty practitioners and early-adopters. Highlights of 
the agenda include segments on reasons for change, exploring the tech-
nology and interoperability, implementation strategies and IT case study, 
risk management and insurance updates for “BIM-ready” fi rms, plus the 
latest views of BIM from the M/E/P perspective. 

This unique course is ideal for fi rm principals considering, planning or 
launching BIM. Earlybird registration for best savings is available through 
Monday, Sept. 28, then regular registration fees apply.  For the course 
brochure and to register, click here.  

Online Next Week: Understanding the 
‘Millennials’; Improving Project Profi tability
Winning With Millennials: How to Attract, Retain and Empower the 
Latest Generation and Why It Matters Now

September 29, 1:30-3 p.m.
Tensions among fi rm leaders and young professionals exist in the A/E 

workplace—but in 2010, the so-called “millennials” will dominate the U.S. 
workforce. Firms that haven’t found ways to deal with cross-generational 
differences in style, communicating, work habits and attitudes effectively 
and productively will get left behind. Presented by J. Tim Griffi n, RMF 
Engineering, Inc., this session focuses on practical tools to attract, retain, 
and empower this segment of the workforce to integrate them successfully 
into the design fi rm for the benefi t of all.

For details and to register, click here.  

Controlling Project Costs to Improve Profi tability

September 30, 1:30-3 p.m.
Controlling costs directly impacts your project’s profi tability—and those 

controls must be in place right from the start to maximize positive bottom-
line impact. June Jewell, Jewell & Associates, helps you look at your proj-
ect management process for fi ne-tuning or a complete revaluation. You’ll 
get practical ideas and information on how to better anticipate, manage 
and ultimately control your project costs… from the essentials of control 
to types of contracts to using software for cost control, and ways to track 
exactly where the “budget gets blown.”

For details and to register, click here.  
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