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Build on the previously defined Engineering and Design Services sector by updating published recurring 

data and tracking performance for ACEC’s many constituencies.

Provide a comprehensive view of the size, growth, and composition of the engineering and related 

professional services sector using the most current and comprehensive data available. 

Measure the economic contribution of the Engineering and Design Services industry using established 

metrics found in virtually all industry economic impact analysis. 

Analyze the current market environment for the Engineering and Design Services sector, including key

challenges and opportunities. This includes modeling key market and macro drivers of the industry to help 

inform ACEC’s membership on the future performance of the Engineering and Design Services industry. 

The outlook and modeling assets can be used to forecast industry revenue in the Engineering and Design 

Services sector and evaluate scenarios surrounding policy, geopolitical, and other future conditions.

This is the third annual release of the Engineering and Design Services industry forecast. In 2020, the ACEC 

Research Institute first commissioned a series of studies – the Industry Impact Series – to profile and analyze

performance in the Engineering and Design Services industry (A/E Services). 

This study is updating that series which aims to describe, measure, and analyze the economic significance of 

the Engineering and Design Services industry and demonstrate the inextricable partnership between 

engineering, architects, and other design services to deliver the built environment of the United States. The 

built environment refers to all human-made surroundings that provide the setting for human activity, ranging 

in scale from buildings and parks/green space to neighborhoods and cities including their supporting 

infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, water supply and energy networks.

The study was conducted by Rockport Analytics, an independent market and economic research firm using 

both publicly and privately available data, as well as proprietary analysis. The overarching goals of this 

research are to:

This research is intended to be of value to ACEC members and their constituents. It will provide industry 

insight to members and can be leveraged as a planning and educational resource. It will also assist ACEC 

advocacy, communications, and other outreach efforts. 

October 2022
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Strong performance in 2021 was driven by unprecedented levels of monetary and fiscal stimulus, healthy 

household balance sheets, relatively low interest rates, rebounding corporate profits, and strong demand 

for both residential and non-residential construction.

Even during the downturn, A/E employment remained intact as firms likely did not want to part with 

engineers and other talent given an extremely tight labor market. These conditions continued to tighten in 

2021 and employment grew only 2.1 percent, to 1.53 million jobs, despite industry revenue soaring nearly 

10 percent. 

Average industry wages increased 3 percent in 2021 to just over $100,000 per year. This average wage 

includes a broad cross-section of occupations in the Engineering and Design Services industry. This 

average represents engineers, drafters, and architects but also administrative support, management, and 

other occupations. Given the tight labor market, these wage increases were relatively subdued. Lighter- 

than-expected wage increases were driven by two main factors: (1) wage gains tend to lag economic 

growth and tightening labor conditions implying that much of the wage growth would not be expected 

until 2022 or 2023. (2) Many retiring Baby Boomers who have recently left the workforce have been 

replaced by less experienced and less expensive employees. 

The Covid-19 pandemic had an outsized impact on the Engineering and Design Services sector. Many 

construction projects were canceled, disrupted, or delayed. The A/E industry is particularly sensitive to 

economic cycles, and the sharp economic downturn in 2020 led to an even sharper decline in A/E activity, 

which plummeted 7 percent from 2019 levels. The industry came surging back in 2021, however, recovering 

the $24 billion that was lost in 2020 and adding another $9 billion. A total of $373 billion in direct economic 

output  was generated industry wide.

OVERVIEW OF INDUSTRY PERFORMANCE IN 2021

Engineering and Design Services Soars Back Above Pre-Pandemic Levels 

1

“Economic output” is a standard governmental naming convention and is essentially equivalent to industry revenue or sales.1
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ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES 2020 VS. 2021

QCEW updated Total Establishments and Average Wages for 2020
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages, Bureau of Labor Statistics, IMPLAN, Rockport Analytics
.

1

October 2022
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Typically, an industry’s economic significance is measured by how much it sells of its product or service, how 

much it buys from other sectors, the number of jobs it directly and indirectly supports, and how much tax 

revenue it generates. This approach, and the economic contribution metrics derived from it, are universal 

across all industries, facilitating comparison and contrast. While A/E Services contribute significantly to the 

construction industry, the figures below do not include the value of the built environment supported by those 

services. That would be part of the Construction Sector’s economic contribution. Instead, the metrics below 

include only the unique economic footprint of the Engineering and Design Services industry itself.

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES MADE A SIGNIFICANT 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE US ECONOMY IN 2021

Economic Contribution Bottom Line

Engineering and Design Services Industry Economic Contribution is Significant

Engineering and Design Services 2021 revenue increased 9.7 percent over 2020. Revenue ($373 billion) 

includes sales to public and private construction, business services, mining, manufacturing, exports, and other 

end-market sectors.

The industry’s contribution to U.S. GDP totaled $558 billion and was up 11.2 percent compared to 2020. Each 

dollar in A/E revenue contributes $1.50 to GDP. The components of total economic contribution include 

direct, indirect, and induced value-added. Direct ($213 billion) refers to the value-added of businesses 

engaged in engineering, architectural, and surveying services (NAICS Code 5413). Indirect refers to A/E’s 

supply chain businesses. Induced contributions arise from the re-spent wages of direct and indirect 

employees. Indirect and induced ($345 billion) comprise upstream and downstream effects.

October 2022
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Engineering and Design Services contributed $77 billion in federal taxes in 2021. Federal taxes include 

corporate and personal income taxes, social security, and various excise fees. The industry contributed another 

$37 billion in state and local taxes. State and local taxes include sales, income, property, excise, and other 

licenses/fees.

Engineering and Design Services directly employed more than 1.5 million Americans. Considering both the up 

and downstream contribution of A/E’s activities, a total of more than 4.7 million full- and part-time jobs can be 

attributed to the A/E industry. Engineering and Design Services contribution to payrolls was $335 billion in 

2021. 

October 2022
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Assessing the economic contribution of the Engineering and Design Services industry is an exercise in

tracking the interindustry relationships between A/E activity and its upstream and downstream industry

partners. This can be done at both the national and state levels.

At the national level, more than 4.7 million U.S. jobs, including full- and part-time workers, can be

attributed to the Engineering and Design Services industry. This is 3.8 percent of all U.S. employment.

Direct A/E industry jobs totaled 1.53 million in 2021, Meanwhile, the industry’s supply chain supported

another 1.3 million U.S. jobs (e.g., administrative services sector with 347,000 jobs).

More than 350,000 hospitality workers owed their jobs to A/E industry activity in 2021. Likewise, the

Engineering and Design Services industry supported 254,000 retail jobs and nearly 346,000 healthcare

jobs.

October 2022

Engineering and Design Services Economic Contribution by Industry and State
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At the national level, the Engineering and Design Services industry initiates $77.1 billion in federal tax 

revenue and $36.5 billion in state and local taxes for a total of nearly $114 billion tax impact.

The exhibits that follow track the contributions of the A/E industry to all 50 states and the District of 

Columbia.

The Engineering and Design Services industry makes far and away its largest contributions to the GDP of 

California and Texas, $81.6 billion and $74.1 billion, respectively. It is no surprise given that these two 

states contain the most A/E firm locations and, given that most A/E activity is regional, the most industry 

revenue. The second-tier states of Florida, Michigan, New York, Virginia, and Colorado show A/E sector 

GDP contributions registering between $22 and $32 billion. Why is Michigan so high? Digging deeper into 

the data reveals that, in addition to A/E operations dedicated to construction activity, there is a heavy 

concentration of Engineering and Design Services firm’s revenue that is dedicated to the automotive

industry, a staple of the Michigan economy.

Engineering and Design Services Industry Initiated Taxes

October 2022



The maps below show the economic contribution by state and total number of jobs supported by each 

state. California and Texas are the two largest contributors to the industry for both economic contribution

and jobs. California employs nearly 587,000 workers in the Engineering and Design Services industry, while 

Texas employs more than 535,000. Even the smaller contributors, Wyoming for example, produce 

significant value-added. Wyoming’s economic contribution in 2021 was $452 million, and the state 

supported more than 5,600 workers.  

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry9

Engineering and Design Services Industry  
Total Economic Contribution

October 2022



THE ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR 2.7 PERCENT OF TOTAL U.S. GDP AND 
4 PERCENT OF ALL JOBS.

g g g y7
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The table below shows Engineering and Design Services industry revenue for the top 20 states, ranked by 

2021 growth. New Hampshire grew by 20 percent over 2020, followed by Idaho at 19 percent. The 

individual 30 states plus DC that are not included in the table grew 8 percent in aggregate from 2020 to

2021. California is the largest state by revenue ($53 billion), experiencing 11 percent year-over-year 

growth for 2021. The state of Texas has the next largest revenue ($43 billion) and experienced 7 percent 

year-over-year growth in 2021.

Detailed tables showing Engineering and Design Services industry contribution for each state across all 

metrics are available in Appendix I of this report.

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry11 October 2022



We estimate that economic output in Engineering and Design Services has overtaken its pre-pandemic 

peak of $363.6 billion, growing 9.7 percent to $372.6 billion in 2021. This was 1.6 percent higher than our 

forecast of 8.1 percent growth published in October 2021.

We expect A/E revenue to continue to accelerate in 2022, growing 10.9 percent to $413.3 billion. On the 

surface, this is set up to be the best year for Engineering and Design Services in our measured history 

(going back to 2000). However, some of the growth has been eroded by inflation over the period. When 

adjusting for inflation, the A/E industry still will see a strong year, but the real rate of growth is expected to 

top out around 3 percent. We expect inflation will continue to cut into Real Output gains in 2023 as well.

The industry is expected to grow to over $413 billion in 2022 and surpass $484 billion by 2027. However, 

there are several key challenges facing the industry in the U.S. economy, including labor shortages, soaring 

inflation, rising wages, continued pressure on global supply chains, rising interest rates, potential 

tightening of credit markets, and the rising risk of recession. 

The Engineering and Design Services industry came roaring back in 2021 after declining 7 percent in 2020 as 

the Covid-pandemic led to project disruptions and a sharp, but short-lived, recession slowed economic 

activity. Economic output  in Engineering and Design Services grew at a nearly double-digit pace in 2021, 

advancing to $372.6 billion. This momentum was punctuated by the passing of the Infrastructure Investment 

and Jobs Act (IIJA) in November, adding to the tailwinds already in place for the industry in 2022.  

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry3

ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY IN 2022 
AND BEYOND

Tremendous Growth Prospects May be Hindered by Poor Labor Dynamics, Rising 
Interest Rates and the Threat of Recession

“Economic output” is a standard governmental naming convention and is essentially equivalent to industry revenue or sales.2

ACECResearchInstitute.org 12October 2022
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In 2021, Engineering and Design Services began to recover from the effects of the pandemic. By the fourth 

quarter of 2021, A/E industry revenue growth had made significant progress toward closing the gap between 

the A/E industry and growth in the broader economy. Engineering and Design Services experienced 13.3 

percent growth in the fourth quarter of 2021 compared to the fourth quarter of 2020. In the first quarter of 

2022, A/E industry revenue is tracking but still trailing the broader economy.  

The recovery in Architectural and Related Services lagged the recovery in Engineering Services in 2021 but 

Architectural performance accelerated in 2022. By the end of the second quarter, both Engineering Services 

revenue and Architectural and Related Services revenue were 19 percent above their 2019 Q4 totals.

Employment growth has also picked up steam with average monthly employment up 4.4 percent so far in 

2022. The tighter labor market has forced firms to get more out of their employees to keep pace. The chart 

below highlights the decline in revenue per worker in 2020 among A/E firms as revenue plummeted while 

firms kept up with their payrolls. This trend reversed significantly in 2021 as revenue surged and A/E firms 

struggled to fill vacancies. 

Annual Growth in Revenue - Engineering and 
Design Services vs. All US Industries

 

Engineering Services vs. Architectural & Related
Services -Y/Y Growth in Revenue

The Recovery in A/E Picked Up Steam in 2021 Q4 and 2022 Q1 

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry13 October 2022
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Residential construction remained robust in 2021 and has performed well, thus far, in 2022. While 

demographics, shifting buyer preferences, and an undersupply of housing provide long-term tailwind for 

residential, we expect more pressure to be put on the segment in the short run as interest rates rise and 

credit markets tighten. The latest data from the National Association of Realtors shows existing home sales 

down nearly 20 percent from the year prior. This comes as affordability has plummeted nearly 30 percent 

since January. 

The biggest bright spots in the non-residential and commercial segment this year have been 

manufacturing and commercial construction. Manufacturing construction has been driven by the onshoring 

of manufacturing and supply chains by domestic companies. Commercial has been driven by a supply- 

demand imbalance for apartments and condos.

The growth opportunities over the next five years are likely to shift. We expect more cyclical markets to 

suffer from a slowing U.S. economy and, quite possibly, a mild or moderate recession. With the adoption 

of the IIJA, we expect public construction to grow significantly over the next five years. This includes A/E 

end markets in water and wastewater, transportation, streets and highways, and power.

Market Dynamics Continue to Alter the Prospects for A/E End Markets

Residential beginning to slow after multi-year surge, IIJA provides outsized 
opportunity in transportation and utilities

ACECResearchInstitute.org 14October 2022
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The $1.2 trillion Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) was signed into law on November 15, 2021. 

Federal funds for infrastructure projects began rolling out early in 2022 and as of May 2022, $110 billion 

had been disbursed across all 50 states and 4,300 specific projects.  

The passage of the bill represents a tremendous opportunity for the Engineering and Design Services 

industry. Our previous research shows that of every dollar spent on public infrastructure, six cents flow 

directly to the A/E sector. Further, these dollars are likely to flow Engineering and Design Services firms 

early in the disbursement process as A/E activities generally lead construction output by two to three 

quarters.

We estimate that IIJA will add $132 billion in industry revenue in the Engineering and Design Services 

sector over the next five years. This represents an average annual increase in A/E economic activity (over 

and above the original forecast baseline) of 5.6 percent over the five-year period.

KEY TRENDS DRIVING THE OUTLOOK FOR ENGINEERING 
AND DESIGN SERVICES

IIJA begins rollout adding a significant tailwind to the recovery in Engineering and 
Design Services

Current labor shortages coupled with general pricing pressures 

have forced companies to pay more for top talent. Companies 

are offering extra incentives to join their firms over their 

competitor’s. Paying higher wages eats into the firm’s profits.

In the second quarter of 2022, the Professional and Related 

Occupations sector has experienced a 4.7 percent bump in total 

compensation. This compares to a historical average annual 

percent change of only 2.2 percent. Wage gains tend to lag the 

broader economy and trends in employment, so we suspect 

these gains to continue well into 2023, unless the U.S. falls into a 

moderate to severe recession.

Not surprisingly, the Producer Price Index (PPI) for Engineering 

and Design Services exhibits a similar trend, rising 2.5 percent in 

2021 and another 4.4 percent year-to-date in 2022. This 

compares to a historical average of 1.9 percent annual growth.

Rising labor costs are cutting into A/E firms’ margins

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry17 October 2022



While national unemployment was 3.5 percent in September, engineering unemployment was below 1.5 

percent. We estimate that 82,000 additional engineers are needed in the U.S. for the work resulting from 

the federal IIJA funds.

The labor shortage is reflected in hires versus job openings in the Professional and Business Services 

sector. For every new hire in this industry, there were 1.6 job openings.

From our previous research on the benefits of technology tools in the Engineering and Design Services 

industry , higher productivity was one of the top five benefits of technological tools. Technology and its 

associated productivity gains will play a major role in absorbing the blow from the current labor 

challenges. 

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry3

A shortage of engineers will also challenge top-line growth

The Future of Technology and Its Role in Engineering, October 20213

3

Rising material costs and supply chain disruptions continue to plague the Engineering and Design Services 

industry as well as the industry’s end markets. The graph below indicates the extent to which construction 

material prices have risen compared to the Consumer Price Index (i.e., inflation). Between late 2020 and 

early 2022, construction materials rose 30 percent while consumer inflation rose 7 percent. This year is 

bringing some relief with construction materials having dropped more than 26 percent since January 2022. 

Prices are now more in line with consumer inflation but still higher than historical averages for construction 

materials.

Supply chain disruptions improving but still a challenge for the construction industry

ACECResearchInstitute.org 18October 2022
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The price of steel mill products was up 90 percent between 2020 and 2021. Steel mill prices in 2022 

continue at nearly 32 percent higher than 2021. Builders’ hardware showed less of an increase from 2020 

to 2021 (8%), but the percent increase year-to-date in 2022 has nearly doubled (15%). Persistent inflation 

and supply chain issues indicate that overall construction materials will remain more expensive than in prior 

years.

The Global Supply Chain Pressure Index (GSCPI) tracks the state of global supply chains using data from 

the transportation and manufacturing sectors. This index shows the unprecedented impact of the 

pandemic on historical supply chain pressure. The GSCPI has now been falling since April 2022, indicating 

a slight release of supply chain pressure; however, it is still historically high.

Much like the Engineering and Design Services industry, labor has been an issue in the construction 

industry. The number of job openings in the construction industry was rising steadily between April 2020 

and April 2022. There was slight improvement in May and June of 2022, but job openings increased again 

in July of this year. These labor shortages are causing project delays and act as a headwind on A/E activity.

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry19 October 2022



U.S. GDP declined by an annualized rate of 1.6 percent in the first quarter of 2022. A smaller second 

quarter decline of 0.6 percent reflects an increase in exports and consumer spending. Persistent inflation, 

that continues to surprise to the upside, has led to an increasingly hawkish Federal Reserve. The Fed has 

raised the Federal Funds rate by an unprecedented 300 basis points thus far in 2022. The Fed is likely to 

continue to raise rates given the strong inflation report and a strong labor market. Given this tightening, 

our base case is for a mild recession in 2023. Under this scenario, A/E activity would certainly slow through 

the first half of 2023, but we think the industry tailwinds are strong enough to avoid recession in the A/E 

sector.

While a mild recession in 2023 is our base case scenario, there is increasing risk for a more moderate or 

even severe recession should the Federal Reserve’s tightening regime go too far and drive the U.S. 

economy into a steeper decline. Significantly tighter financial conditions would put an outsized strain on 

construction and the demand for Engineering and Design Services, leading to a substantial contraction in 

the A/E sector in 2023.

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry3

Rising interest rates will slow the recovery and risk driving the U.S. economy into recession

ACECResearchInstitute.org 20October 2022



APPENDIX I
ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS BY STATE

Engineering and Design Services Industry State-Level Impacts – Revenue

2022 Economic Assessment of the Engineering and Design Services Industry21 October 2022
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Engineering and Design Services Industry State-Level Impacts – Jobs Supported

APPENDIX I
ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS BY STATE
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Engineering and Design Services Industry State-Level Impacts – Wages Supported

APPENDIX I
ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS BY STATE
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Engineering and Design Services Industry State-Level Impacts – Value-Added

APPENDIX I
ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS BY STATE
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Engineering and Design Services Industry State-Level Impacts – Taxes

APPENDIX I
ECONOMIC IMPACT RESULTS BY STATE
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More data with higher frequencies and greater regional detail are available at the 4-digit (5413) NAICS

level. The deeper we drill into the NAICS structure, the less available and robust the data describing sector 

performance.

Second, as a result of mergers and/or vertical integration strategies, more and more traditional ACEC 

members do operate across many of the sub-sectors within 5413.

This study will focus on the all-inclusive NAICS 5413 category to define Engineering and Design Services 

activity for several reasons:

The definition of the Engineering and Design Services industry has been primarily developed based upon the 

ways in which public and private data sources collect and publish information from all businesses across the 

U.S. – the North American Industry Classification System, or NAICS. NAICS is a hierarchical industry taxonomy 

that provides classification standards for businesses according to their stated activities. Most public and 

private data collection conforms to these standards. 

The NAICS code “5413, Architectural, Engineering, and Related Services” is part of the broad category, “54 - 

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services” and includes both private and public sector organizations from 

several sub-sectors including:

Architectural Services

Landscape Architectural 

Services 

Engineering Services

Drafting Services

Building Inspection Services 

Geophysical Surveying and 

Mapping Services 

Surveying and Mapping (except 

Geophysical) Services

Testing Laboratories

APPENDIX II
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY DEFINITION 
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Third, given the economic and policy drivers of the Engineering and Design Services industry, it is likely 

that measured trends for NAICS 5413 will hold for most, if not all, of its member sub-sectors. 

Finally, a broader definition of A/E may bring more potential members into the ACEC family.

Professional licensure creates direct moral and liability considerations for the licensed professional and 

their firms, regarding the safety and health of people and property.

Federal, state, and local governments have laws and statutes which provide for separate procurement 

processes that involve the selection of providers of licensed professional and related services based on 

capability and experience criteria.

Services can only be provided in disciplines (civil, mechanical, electrical, structural, environmental, etc.) the 

professionals are qualified to perform, and in many states, firm ownership is required to consist of all or a 

certain percentage of active professionals in the firm. This has the effect of also limiting the size of many 

such firms.

Design work usually requires the teaming of firms with varied discipline capabilities and experience.

Board licensing is for individual states or territories, resulting in geographical emphasis or limits on where 

work can be performed by individual firms.

Since built environment involves facilities and infrastructure that are unique, due to the physical conditions 

involved, their designs must be correct when complete. Prototypes and beta testing are not an option 

since the initial construction costs and later corrections are prohibitive. The designs must be right the first 

time.

One important note regarding the analysis and interpretation of the results in this study. Our focus on NAICS 

5413 in its entirety is not perfectly representative of board licensed professionals providing engineering 

services for the built environment (physical infrastructure) and the firms for which they work. Such firms are 

notable and different for several reasons, including:

APPENDIX II
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY DEFINITION 
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Since the definitions of NAICS Code 5413 and 541330 do not distinguish design of built environment from the 

design of equipment, systems, materials, instruments, software, and similar repeatable products and most 

data gathering surveys and processes allow for self-determination of NAICS Code reporting, many 

manufacturing, industrial, and management firms are included in the results. Often these are large enterprises 

that may skew the results.

While these firms may be “applying physical laws and principles of engineering in their design work”, they are 

essentially operating in a different business sector of the A/E industry. ACEC represents the business interests 

of firms across all NAICS Code 5413, but recognizes the difference involved. We have attempted to provide 

context and insight where we have evidence that the more relevant data might deviate from the broader 

findings.

It must be emphasized that while the data contained in this report is suitable for many purposes, including 

understanding the size and impact of the A/E services industry, the data available and presented is not

suitable for evaluating and establishing guidance for decisions on procurement practices or developing size 

standards for either the aggregate industry or the portion of the industry focused on design of the built 

environment. The latter portion is heavily concentrated in physical infrastructure design services provided to 

federal, state, and local governments and entities involved in public works. The firms operating in this sector of 

the A/E services industry make up the largest portion of ACEC membership.

The 2022 – 2027 Engineering Industry Forecast Methodology

The foundation for the forecast for Engineering and Design Services includes the historical trends of sector- 

level industry revenue that were established in earlier phases of research. The goal of this phase of research is 

to:

(1) update the previous quantitative forecast for Engineering and Design Services activity over the next five 

years

(2) provide context around the key drivers of the forecast for Engineering and Design Services 

(3) analyze key trends, risks, and opportunities

The Engineering and Design Services industry forecast is developed by analyzing historical correlations 

between key driver variables of A/E services with overall A/E industry revenue. Using these mathematical 

correlations allows us to make inferences around the direction of Engineering and Design Services activity in 

the future. The forecast is further informed by quantitative data and industry insight to account for additional 

factors that may not be included in the econometric model. 

APPENDIX II
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY DEFINITION 
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The 2022 – 2027 Engineering Industry Forecast Data Sources

U.S. Census Bureau - Statistics of U.S. Business (SUBS) - demographics, housing, income, employment and 

business establishment data and trends

U.S. Census Bureau - Value of Construction Put in Place

U.S. Census Bureau – Quarterly Services Survey (QSS)

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) - industry employment and earnings plus occupational employment 

and annual salary statistics

U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) - National Income and Product Accounts (GDP), employment, 

sales, wages, and supply chain purchases

Dodge Data and Analytics - commercial construction project data

Other public and private sources

The data-driven effort to profile the Engineering and Design Services industry took advantage of a 

comprehensive set of published data from several public and private sources including:

APPENDIX II
ENGINEERING AND DESIGN SERVICES INDUSTRY DEFINITION 
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The ACEC Research Institute’s mission is to deliver knowledge and business strategies that guide and elevate 

the engineering industry and to be the leading source of knowledge and thought leadership for creating a 

more sustainable, safe, secure, and technically advanced built environment. The ACEC Research Institute is an 

independent 501c3 nonprofit organization.

ABOUT ACEC RESEARCH INSTITUTE

Industry/Market Analysis and Forecasting

Economic Impact Assessment and Economic Development 

Market Modeling and Decision Support Tools 

Project Feasibility Assessment

Primary and Secondary Research Synthesis

Rockport Analytics is a research and analytical consulting firm providing high quality quantitative and 

qualitative research solutions to business, government, and non-profit organization clients across the globe. 

We provide fast, nimble service in a completely transparent environment. Capabilities include: 

ABOUT ROCKPORT ANALYTICS

APPENDIX III
ABOUT ACEC RESEARCH INSTITUTE & ROCKPORT ANALYTICS
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The ACEC Research Institute provides the engineering industry with cutting edge research, trend data,

and economic analysis to help firm owners make decisions and delivers thought leadership that advances

engineering’s essential value to society.

THANK YOU
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