
 

July 30, 2020 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi     The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

U.S. House of Representatives     United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy    The Honorable Charles Schumer 

U.S. House of Representatives     United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Majority Leader McConnell, Minority Leader Schumer, and Minority Leader 

McCarthy, 

On behalf of the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC) – the association of the business of 

engineering – we are urging Congress to delay the implementation of Section 889(a)(1)(B) of the National 

Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, known as Part B.  Without a delay, many firms with 

domestic and international operations will be forced to interrupt their work providing critical engineering 

services to federal agencies as they work to resolve conflicts in the use of banned services. 

Founded in 1906, ACEC is a national federation of 52 state and regional organizations representing more 

than 5,600 engineering firms and 600,000+ engineers, surveyors, architects, and other specialists nationwide.  

ACEC member firms drive the design, construction, operations, and maintenance of America’s public and 

private infrastructure and built environment. The engineering industry not only plays a critical role in moving 

the nation’s economy forward, but we also export our services and are in high demand overseas working on 

behalf of foreign institutions, public and private, and supporting the missions of various federal agencies.  

We understand the national and economic security goals underlying Section 889, including the need to take 

action to limit the presence of covered suppliers in the digital infrastructure of companies supporting federal 

agencies. We are concerned however that the inability of engineering firms and other federal contractors to 

achieve compliance by the implementation date will have a detrimental impact on the ability of our agency 

clients to procure critical products and services.   

We respectfully urge Congress to extend the deadline for compliance, giving us time to work with our 

agency clients to achieve the goals envisioned in the law while also ensuring that critical services on behalf 

of the taxpayer may continue. 

Thank you for your consideration and attention, and please let us know if we can provide you with additional 

information or assistance on this important issue.   

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Linda Bauer Darr 

President & CEO 


